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June 1, 2019 

 
The Rev. Pat Watkins is an expert in educating 

others about how theology relates to caring for 

Creation as an important Christian mission. Wat-

kins was a missionary with the General Board of 

Global Ministries assigned to the care of God’s 

Creation.  

 

“Many of us are stuck at a grade school level of 

theological competence and Bible understanding,” 

Watkins explained. “If we looked deeper into the 

Bible, we’d be surprised. Relationship with God 

and relationship with the Earth are very prevalent 

in the Bible, but we focus primarily on our rela-

tionship with God and not the Earth.” 

 

“It’s more than recycling and Styrofoam” he con-

tinued. “It’s about relationships with God, each 

other, and God’s Creation. It’s about how we live 

with each other. It is a cove-

nant.” 

 

Watkins said, “The United 

Methodist Church is an amaz-

ing and powerful group of 

Christians because of our Scrip-

tures. We just don’t use that 

power enough. We need to be 

the voice of Creation care.” 
 

Watkins shared some Biblical references that 

call us to care for God’s Creation.   

 

Genesis 2:7 – “The Lord God formed 

the human from the topsoil of the fer-

tile land and blew life’s breath into his 

nostrils.” 

 

Adam was created out of dust of the Earth. 

How could there be any more of a relation-

ship with the Earth than to be created out of 

it? It’s as if God scooped up a couple handfuls 

of earth and formed humanity. When 

God formed Adam he was not a living being 

until God breathed life into his nostrils and 

we became living human beings. The fact that 

we exist as living, breathing human beings 

suggests that we have a relationship with the 

Earth because we were created out of it and 

we have a relationship with God because we 

breathe the very breath of the one who creat-

ed all that is. 

 

Genesis 3:23 – “the Lord God sent him 

out of the garden of Eden to farm the 

fertile land from which he was taken.” 

 

Even the fact 

that God put  

Adam and Eve 

in a garden is an 

important point. 

Due to their dis-

obedience, they 

were kicked out of the garden and the land 

was cursed making it more difficult for them 

to coax the earth to provide for them.  

 

 
 

(continued on page 7) 

https://nccumc.org/ac2018/speakers/rev-pat-watkins/
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/christians-and-earth-day-you-cant-love-god-and-ignore-earth
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/christians-and-earth-day-you-cant-love-god-and-ignore-earth
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-natural-world
http://www.umc.org/topics/topic-united-methodists-care-for-creation
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  Calendar of  Events  
 

June 2 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  Kid’s Club-5:00-6:00 pm 
  Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm 
  The Bridge-6:30 pm-8:00 pm 
         
 5 “Sharing Grace” (Happy Days Board 
  hosts)-5:30 pm 
   
           6-8 IGRC Annual Conference in Springfield 
 
              6 Youth Outing to Fish at the Nashville 
  Memorial Park-10:00 am-2:00 pm 
 
              9 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
  Youth Groups (see June 2 for times) 
 
            10 Missions-6:00 pm   
 
            11 Youth Outing to St. Louis Zoo-8:00 am-
  4:00 pm 
 
            13 Breakfast Club meets at Little  
  Nashville-9:00 am 
 
  Finance-6:30 pm 
  Church Council-7:00 pm 
 
            14 Marriage Night Event-6:00-9:00 pm 
  Register online at  
  www.marriagenight.org 
 
            15 Washington County Ministerial Alliance 
  Craft Fair at Nashville Memorial Park 
  
            16 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  No youth groups this evening 
 
            19 “Sharing Grace” (SPPR hosts)-5:30 pm 
 
            20 Youth Outing to Hike at Conservation 
  Area-10:00 am-2:00 pm 
   
            23 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
  Youth Groups (See June 2 for times) 
 
            25 Youth Outing to Putt-Putt Golf- 
  10:00 am-2:00 pm 
 
            26 Evangelism-6:30 pm 
 
            28 Youth Movie Night (time to be  
  determined) 
 
            30 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
  Youth Groups (See June 2 for times) 
 
              
  

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

June 5 Dailey Szopinski 

 6 David Marshall 

  Nancy Roethemeyer 

            7 Wynnie Reynolds 

            8 David Fischer 

 9 Jim Phillips 

          10 Will Summers 

          14    Billy Kirsch 

          20 Larry Garlich 

          21 Meagan Frederking 

          22 Angela Brown Zurliene 

          23 Glen Guest 

          26 Eden Gibbs 

          27 Andrew Chambers 

          30 Michael Savard 

 

 

          ANNIVERSARIES 

June   21         Lucas & Meagan Frederking 

  Ron & Linda Luessenheide 

           23 Kevin & Rebecca Rench 

 

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If your 
name was not included in our list, please inform the 

office so that we can update our records. 

 

May Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

     05-05                101    $6,696.10 

     05-08      Online (Vanco)   $   399.25 

     05-12                113      $1,779.53 

     05-17      Online (Vanco)   $   289.05 

     05-19                  99              $2,014.60 

     05-24      Online (Vanco)   $   300.00  

     05-26                  88    $3,401.10
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From Me to You  

Here is a piece that I feel is a very worthwhile read 
for all of us. Lovett Weems was the President of St. 
Paul School of Theology when I was a student there 
from 1990-1995.  

September 3rd, 2012 by: Lovett Weems, Distin-
guished Professor of Church Leadership and  
Director of the G. Douglass Lewis Center for 
Church Leadership.  

“While no one thing is most needful for church   
renewal, one practice that could go a long way    
toward that goal is for churches to fall in love with 
their communities again.  

The longer a church has been in existence, the 
less knowledgeable it is likely to be about its 
community and the less connected it becomes 
with that community. Although that sounds 
strange, it is rare that a long-existing church is more 
aware of the trends, demographics, and movements 
of its community than a new congregation in that 
same place.  

How does this happen? In the early years, a congre-
gation gives careful attention to the community, its 
people, and their needs. Otherwise, it does not    
survive. Then the congregation reaches a point of 
critical mass. Weeks or months go by without new 
members joining, and the congregation contin-
ues to stay alive. But there tends to be a shift in 
focus from reaching new disciples to caring for 
current members.  

Many congregations then become worlds unto 
themselves, lacking active engagement with the 
changes in their surroundings. This movement from 
external sensitivity to internal focus occurs in virtu-
ally all organizations. Without a careful plan to stay 
close to the heartbeat of one’s surroundings, inter-
nal considerations dominate. Good leaders seek to 
link the internal life of the congregation and its   
external context.  

During hard times especially, churches can forget 
their purpose and heritage. Forgetting our original 
mission can easily happen under the pressure to  
survive. Churches conduct a financial audit each 
year. What if your church conducted a mission   
audit once a year to assess its faithfulness to the 
Wesleyan  tradition of serving others? You only 
need to ask one question in this audit. I first learned 
this question from United Methodist pastor Don 
Haynes:  

If your church closed today, who would miss it 
other than your members?  

Think about that question for a moment. Make a list 
of the people and groups in your community out-
side your membership who would miss your 
church. What would they miss? Repeat the exercise 
a year later. Is the list longer or shorter?  

It is in answering such a question that we may dis-
cover clues about the current state of our church. 
We may come to see some of the reasons for our 
strength or weakness as a faithful community of 
fruitful disciples.  

A lesson for leadership in the Wesleyan tradition 
is, ‘If you want to thrive, serve.’ Despite short-
comings and limitations, the Wesleyan movement 
produced social reform and service of massive pro-
portions. The spirit of revival sparked fires of 
change.  

Albert Outler describes evangelism in the Wesleyan 
spirit as Wesley teaching his followers to be a 
‘band of martyrs and servants,’ emptying them-
selves as servants, giving themselves freely for  
others.  

For the early Methodist movement, there was a 
close connection between what happened in the 
pew and what happened in the jails. What happened 
in the class meetings connected directly with what 
happened in the homes of the widows and orphans.  

The Wesleyan movement began not for itself but 
for others. Thriving and serving were indeed linked. 
The growth of the Wesleyan enterprise is directly 
related to its identification with the needs of all 
God’s children. Is this happening today? Are people 
saying that because our church is in the community, 
there are no hungry people? Are people saying that 
because of our church’s presence in the community, 
there is no bigotry or discrimination? Are they say-
ing because we are in the community, there is no 
one homeless? Such questions continue to be the 
test for heirs of the Wesleyan spirit.”  

This is such a thought provoking read. How might 
raising such questions make us different, or would 
it?  

Keep Being Faithful!  

Pastor Bill  
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...for      
June 

 
June 2, 9, 23 and 30: The following youth 
groups will meet:   
 5:00-6:00 p.m., Kids’ Club   
 6:00-6:30 p.m., Snupper   
 6:30-8:00 p.m., Bridge 

 

June 6, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.: 
Fishing at the Nashville Memorial 
Park 

 
June 11, 8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.:  
Trip to St. Louis Zoo 
 
 

June 20, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.:  
Hiking at Washington County  
Conservation Area 
 

 
June 25, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.:  
Outing to Putt-Putt Golf 
 
 

June 28, time to be announced:  
Movie Night 
 
 
 
 

Signed permission forms will be required for 
all youth participating in summer activities. 
 
Please sign up early to help ensure adequate 
transportation and chaperones* accommodate 
the number of youth participating.  Please 
see Mike Savard, Director of Children & 
Teen Ministries. 
 
*If there is an event you are interested in 
chaperoning:  Please let Mike or Linda know 
ASAP  (church office:  327-8407). 
 
 

Heritage Days, Okawville, IL 

June 8-9, 2019 
10 am—5 pm 

No admission.  Fun for 
the family! 

 
Homemade food, including some authen-
tic German foods.  Smoked pork chop 
dinner served on Sunday. Home churned 
ice cream and homemade pie.  Soda 
tastings from various companies. 
 

Games, corn box for the kids, a large 
flea market, rummage and yard sales, 
heritage crafts and vendors.  “Selfie 
Scavenger Hunt” for all age groups     
beginning at 1:00 pm on Sunday after-
noon.  Live entertainment both days. 
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Church Directory Update 

Please add to your new church directory:   

 Betty Tumbaga 

 422 N. Hoffman Street, #15 

 Nashville, IL 62263 

 (618) 334-9041 

 Email:  bettytumbaga@outlook.com 

 

Change the address and add the phone num-

ber for Phyllis Pillow: 

  

 412 N. Hoffman Street, #8 

 Nashville, IL 62263 

 (618) 322-5744 

2019 Graduates 

Becky (Marshall) Rodriguez—NIU Law School 

Kelsey Sachtleben  (Dean & Judi Waller’s 

grand-daughter)—St. Louis College of Pharmacy 

Eastern Illinois University 

Carley Szopinski—B.S. Psychology 

SIU-Edwardsville 

Kourtney Hake—Master’s in English Literature 

Nashville Community High School 

Moriah Frazier 

Bridget Styninger 

Okawville High School 

David Savard 

Nashville District #49 

Johnny Kennedy 

Okawville Jr. High School 

Jared Joseph Juenger 

Andrew Savard 

Date:   Friday, June 14, 2019 
  

Time:   6—9 p.m.  (Dinner & childcare   
 provided) 
 

Location:  Grace United Methodist Church
 250 N. Mill Street 
 Nashville, Illinois 62263 
 (618) 327-8407 
 

Register: www.marriagenight.org 

Not Too Late to  

Apply for a Scholarship! 
 

Last date to apply for a Grace UMC Endow-

ment Board scholarship for the 2019-2020 

school year is June 15, 2019.  If you have ques-

tions, or would like to pick up an  application,  

please ask in the church office. 

 

 



6 

 

 From Happy Days Preschool... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swaddled in God’s Law of Love 

Pastor John Edgerton tells of swaddling his 2-week-old baby to help her feel secure. She 
loved being wrapped tightly in a soft blanket and would lie quietly — until she managed to work 
a tiny arm loose. Then she’d scream until someone rewrapped her.  
 
Edgerton likens that behavior to his own connection with God’s law, given so people can live in 
peace. “I know that I’m supposed to do the right thing, but I’m always wiggling out of it,” he 
writes. “And very quickly my life falls into a state of disarray.”  
 
We’ve all experienced this. We know we are to love our neighbors as ourselves, yet we often 
ignore their needs. Jesus says to love our enemies, but we wiggle around it: “That’s too naïve 
for this day and age.” But then relationships crumble, life feels crazy and we recognize that, in 
large part, we’ve done it to ourselves. Over and over, we wiggle out of the soft swaddle of 
God’s law of love, only to flail. Thankfully, like a loving parent, God wraps us up anew, holds us 
close and saves us from ourselves — again. 

We challenged the students to bring in 
loose change to “make a change in 
someone’s day”! They did amazing! We 
were able to give Miss Carley 
(Szopinski) a donation of $200.32 to 
give to St. Jude’s Hospital!   

Upcoming Worship Conference 
 
Local church worship leaders and team members (vocalists, band members, tech mem-
bers and pastors) are invited to Awakening Worship Conference scheduled at Troy UMC 
(Troy, IL) on Saturday, September 14, 2019.  The day will include general sessions, 
breakouts and lunch.  The Awakening Worship Conference is designed to help raise up 
the spiritual temperature in worship in our churches. Though worship is not all about 
music, vocals, and tech, these are some of the common tools the modern church utiliz-
es to help call and inspire people to worship. During the conference, we will invest time 
growing in skill and heart, all the while praying our leaders, teams, and congregations 
will come alive in worship. 
  
Breakout sessions include: Vocals For Worship, Worship Team Stage Presence, Small 
Church/Big Worship, Sound and Tech Tour, Graphics and Presentation, Next Gen: De-
veloping Student Worship Leaders, Maximizing Rehearsals, The Part-Time Worship 
Leader (Wearing Two Hats) and more. 
  
There are group rates and you can register now at www.harvestconferences.org.  

http://www.harvestconferences.org/
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Greeters: 

June            2  Billy, Jenny, Will and Levi Kirsch  
June            9  Margaret King 
June          16  Josh, Kerry, Harper and Morris Roetemeyer  
June          23  Ron and Judy Brown 
June      30  Sr. High Youth 

(continued from page 1)    Genesis 4:12 – “When you farm the fertile land, it will no longer 

grow anything for you, and you will become a roving nomad on the earth.” 
 

The story of Cain and Able is also a story of disobedience. When Cain, a farmer, killed his brother, 

God punished him by removing him from the soil. He became a wanderer across the earth with no 

connection to any land. When he lost his relationship with the land, he could no longer see the face 

of God. Relationship with the land and relationship with God were, for Cain, inseparable. 

 

Disobedience of God and violence towards one another results in negative consequences for the 

earth. 
 

Genesis 9:13 – “I have placed my bow in the clouds; it will be the symbol of the cove-

nant between me and the earth.” 
 

Few people know that Noah’s father, Lamech, thought that his son might one day be the “righteous” 

one to remove the curse on the land (Genesis 5:28-29). When Noah’s Ark came to rest and the ani-

mals were released, a rainbow appeared. It was a sign not only of God’s covenant with Noah, but also 

with the animals and the earth itself. Noah’s story is a story of reconciliation of humanity and the 

earth. God saw what he had done and promised he would never again curse the land. 
 

John 1:3 – “Everything came into being through the Word, and without the Word 

nothing came into being.” 
 

At the beginning of John’s Gospel there is an understanding by the writer that Jesus was present at 

Creation and that everything that ever came into being came into being through Christ. 
 

John 3:16 – “God so loved the world that God gave his only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him won’t perish but will have eternal life.” 
 

Many think that the whole Christ event was just about personal salvation, but actually, it was about 

God’s love for everything God has made. The word world is better translated as cosmos. 
 

The Apostle Paul 

Romans 8:19 – “The whole creation waits breathless with anticipation for the revela-

tion of God’s sons and daughters.” 

 

Colossians 1:20 – “he reconciled all things to himself through him—whether things 

on earth or in the heavens. He brought peace through the blood of his cross.” 
 

Paul has the understanding that Jesus was the redeemer not just of humanity, but of everything God 

created. 
This piece was written by Susan Passi-Klaus, a freelance writer based in Nashville, Tenn. News media con-
tact: Joe Iovino, UMC.org content manager for United Methodist Communications.  This story was first 
published on April 17, 2015. 

mailto:jiovino@umcom.org
http://umc.org/
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Grace United Methodist Church 

250 North Mill Street 

Nashville, Il 62263 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

We’re on the Web 

Nashvillegrace.net 

 

Dated Material Do Not Delay 


