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Join the 

Chancel 

Choir! 
Rehearsals beginning 

Wednesday, August 28, 2019 

Grace UMC Sanctuary 

7:30 p.m. 
 

*No previous experience necessary 

(New members as welcome as seasoned  

veterans) 

*Good beginning salary 

(Guaranteed joy and satisfaction in the  

service of the Lord) 

*Fringe benefits 

(Social Security in the fellowship of other 

choir members) 

 

August 1, 2019 

 

A Day Away in a Quiet Place 

Maya Angelou said, “Each person deserves a day 

away in which no problems are confronted, no  

solutions searched for. Each of us needs to   

withdraw from the cares which will not         

withdraw from us.” Similarly, when Jesus’ disci-

ples were consumed with ministry, he urged 

them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet 

place and get some rest” (Mark 6:31, NIV).  

 

The late days of summer might be just the time 

to seek “a day away” not only from problems but 

even from ministry. While serving God and oth-

ers can be energizing, we must balance work 

with rest. God set that example, resting after 

creating the world; Jesus set that example, call-

ing his disciples away — not just alone, but with  

him — to be refreshed.  

 

Spend a relaxing day at a lake. Go on a scrap-

booking retreat or a leisurely hike with a friend. 

Find a monastery that welcomes guests, and   

experience 48 hours of prayer and silence there. 

Invite Jesus into that time and space. And       

remember another message he shared: “Come 

to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and 

I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28, NIV).  

 

 

 

A Sunday School Teacher for the 
6th-8th grade classroom 

and substitutes for all classes.  
Please prayerfully consider this 
ministry and volunteer by talking 
with Dave Fischer, Chairperson 
for Education, or by calling the 
church office at 327-8407. 
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  Calendar of  Events  
 

August 1 Finance-6:30 pm 
  Church Council-7:00 pm 
 
 3 Vacation Bible School (1 day) at St. 
  Paul’s UCC (our church co-sponsors)-
  9:00 am-3:30 pm 
 
 4 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
   
  Sr. High Youth at the Reynolds’ for 
  “Slip n’ Slide Kickball”-5:00 pm 
  
 6 Youth Activity “Splash Yard”- 
  12:00-3:00 pm 
    
              7 “Sharing Grace” (Endowment Board 
  hosts)-5:30 pm 
 
  8 Breakfast Club meets at Little  
  Nashville-9:00 am 
 
  Kids Community Bible Study Informa-
  tional Mtg. at NMS Cafeteria-6:30 pm 
  
            11 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
   
  Back-to-School Pool Party-6:30-8:00 pm 
 
            12 Missions-6:00 pm 
 
            13 Happy Days Board-6:00 pm 
  
            18 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  Kid’s Club-5:00-6:00 pm 
  Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm 
  The Bridge-6:30 pm-8:00 pm 
 
            21 “Sharing Grace” (Education hosts)- 
  5:30 pm 
 
            22 Happy Days Open House-4:00-7:00 pm 
 
            25 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
  Youth Groups (see August 18 for times) 
  
            26   First day of school for Happy Days      
 
            28 Evangelism-6:30 pm 
 
  First Chancel Choir Rehearsal-7:30 pm 
 
               
  
 

 
  

 
  
 
             

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

August 1 Julie Schroeder 

  Judi Waller 

 3 Carole Moeller 

 4 Maryanne Schaeffer 

 6 Ron Brown 

 8 Will Kirsch 

 9 Judy Brown 

          11 Amy Hackstadt 

          12   Richard Pingsterhaus 

          13 Terresa Gross 

          15 Lacy Sallee Watts 

          16 Dee Pedtke 

  David Savard 

          17 Crystal Meade 

  Linda Schaeffer 

          19 Karmen Reynolds 

  Joshua Smith 

          21 Margaret King 

          22 Markita Burcham 

          23 Josey Campbell 

          25 Canaan Gibbs 

  Luke Setzekorn 

          30 Rollie Hake 

  Johnny Kennedy 

          31 Bryce Styninger 

 

          ANNIVERSARIES 

August  1 Brad & Cindi Weathers 

             3  Greg & Emily Harre 

  9 John & Sara Sallee 

           12 Scott & Jamie Juenger 

           13 Billy & Jennifer Kirsch 

           16 Ron & Judy Brown 

           19 John & Jennifer Kennedy, Jr. 

  Bud & Nancy Meade 

  Dean & Judi Waller 

           30 Richard & Marilyn Pingsterhaus 

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If your 
name was not included in our list, please inform the 

office so that we can update our records. 
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From Me to You 

Earlier this year I had some of our people do an 

assessment as part of our annual evaluation 

process for our District Superintendent. The 

Conference, through congregational develop-

ment, made available this assessment from The 

Unstuck Church group. The compiled  results of 

the assessment by those who completed the 

questions showed that we are a maintenance 

church—meaning we are not growing, just try-

ing to maintain status quo. 

 

I was sent an email by Peggy Hisey, our STEP 

UP coach, about a church called Connexus. This 

is a church that made necessary changes to 

reach the unchurched in their area and bring 

them to church. The pastor said, “We were 

growing but not at the pace we wanted to.” 

They took this same assessment and found out 

that in order to reach their growth goal, they 

needed to see, over the course of a year, the 

same number of new guests that was equivalent 

to their average attendance. 

 

They were working to create a culture of invit-

ing and a place that unchurched loved to        

attend, but something was missing.  It wasn’t 

tools or a new program that was needed. What 

they discovered is that there was a  vision gap 

around a true passion for people in the commu-

nity. The pastor said, “We realized that as a 

faith community we had to grow when it comes 

to our passion for reaching the people who live 

next door to us and around us.” 

 

How did they begin to close that vision gap? 

They started to pray about how to respond, and 

ultimately launched something they called FOR 

THE CITY. They knew they already had been 

doing a good job of being FOR people when 

they arrived at church (creating a church un-

churched people loved to attend), but they 

started casting a vision for what it looks like to 

be For people as they lived life out in the     

community. 

The pastor said, “We were very clear: This    

isn’t about turning people into projects; it’s 

about changing the posture of our hearts      

toward people.” 

 

A big learning lesson for them: People in mod-

ern culture have forgotten how to be social. We 

don’t actually know how to build relationship. 

What they realized was they needed to teach 

people how to be social, not how to share their 

faith. “We had to lower the bar way, way 

down.” 

 

Then, they began celebrating stories of invest-

ing AND inviting. Churches use the language 

of invest and invite, but we don’t tend to cele-

brate any of the investing just the inviting.   

Jesus did lots of investing. Investing grows our 

heart towards people. That’s how we are       

discipled. 

 

The Connexus church, after making this shift, 

saw their invites go up by 50%. The next year, 

it was a 68% increase. 

 

Pastor Jeff Brodie reiterated that the hardest 

part of this turnaround was the heart work. 

The leadership renewed their passion for the    

people in the community, and were able to cast 

the vision with integrity so that people caught 

it and it became contagious. 

 

This could be us! It isn’t about spending    

money. It’s all about getting our hearts right 

and getting on our knees in prayer and asking 

God to be in the center of all we are doing!  

 

Colossians 1:16, 17  “For in him all things in 

heaven and on earth were created, things  visi-

ble and invisible, whether thrones or domin-

ions or rulers or powers—all things have been 

created through him and for him. He himself is 

before all things, and in him all things hold   

together.” (NRSV)  

 

Be Faithful, Always! 

Pastor Bill 
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...for      
August 

 
August 3, 9:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m.: Vacation 

Bible School at St. Paul 
UCC (co-sponsored with 
Grace UMC) 

 
 
August 4, 5:00 p.m.:  
Sr. High youth meet at 
the Reynolds’ house for 
Slip n’ Slide  Kickball. 
 
 

August 6, 12:00-3:00 
p.m.:  “Splash Yard” at 
Grace UMC 

 
 
August 11, 6:30-8:00 p.m.:  
Back-to-School Pool Party 
at Nashville Memorial Park 
Pool (whole family invited) 
 
 
August 18 and 25: The following youth 
groups will meet:   
 5:00-6:00 p.m., Kids’ Club   
 6:00-6:30 p.m., Snupper   
 6:30-8:00 p.m., Bridge 

 
 
 
 

Signed permission forms will be required for 
all youth participating in summer activities. 
 
*If there is an event you are interested in 
chaperoning:  Please let Mike Savard,      
Director of Children & Teen Ministries, or 
Linda Summers (office) know ASAP  (church 
office:  327-8407). 
 
 
   

Bible Stories Bookmarks 

2018-2019 

 

Youth director, Mike Savard, reported that 

275 bookmarks were turned in by Happy Days            

Preschoolers during the 2018-2019 school 

year. 

Consequently, at least 2,750 

Bible stories were read by or 

to preschoolers during the 

year! 
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Why Do United Methodist Pastors Change Churches? 

 

Our unique system of deploying clergy has its roots in the earliest days of Methodism. John Wesley, the 

founder of the Methodist movement, preached up to 40,000 sermons in his lifetime. He was an “itinerant” 

preacher, traveling from town to town in England, setting up Methodist societies. 

 

“John Wesley believed that itinerant preachers who moved from place to place were more effective than 

those who settled in, grew comfortable, and wore out what they had to say,” says the Rev. Belton Joyner.  In 

a letter to the Rev. Samuel Walker in 1756, Wesley wrote, "We have found by long and consistent experi-

ence that a frequent exchange of preachers is best. This preacher has 

one talent, that another; no one whom I ever yet knew has all the talents 

which are needful for beginning, continuing, and perfecting the work of 

grace in a whole congregation." 

 

In the early days of Methodism in America, a pastor — most often 

a circuit rider — might be appointed to half of a state or more. His    

appointment might be for only three months, after which he moved to 

another circuit. Thousands of the oldest United Methodist congrega-

tions today trace their history to a circuit rider. 

 

These riders traveled from place to place to begin Methodist societies. Eventually, especially after the estab-

lishment of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1784, most of these societies became congregations. This 

practice continued and became the basis for the itinerant system The United Methodist Church uses today. 

United Methodist pastors are sent, not called or hired. “Itinerancy” refers specifically to the commitment by 

pastors to go and serve wherever their bishops send them. “Appointment” is the action taken by bishops. 

These are different, yet related. 

 

Clergy in The United Methodist Church commit to serve where their bishop appoints them. Appointments 

are typically for one year at a time, though the bishop may move any itinerant pastor at any time. The goal of 

the appointment process is to match as much as possible the gifts and graces of the particular pastor or     

deacon with the ministry needs of a particular congregation or ministry setting. In this “serial leadership” of 

consecutive pastors and deacons — no two are alike — over time, the combination of skills blends to form a 

broad base of developed ministries. 

 

While bishops make appointments, they incorporate a consultative process outlined in The Book of          

Discipline that includes district superintendents, clergy and pastor/staff parish relations committees. The 

needs and desires of clergy are considered, but the mission of the church comes first. 

 

Joyner explains, “In a connectional system such as United Methodism, the question from any individual con-

gregation or from any individual [clergy] is not, 'What is best for me?' The question is 'What is best for us, 

the whole connection?' The one who has oversight, the bishop, makes those decisions. (The New Testament 

word for bishop is episkopos, which means 'the one who can see the whole picture.') 

 

The changing of pastors brings different and often-needed gifts to the local church (1 Cor. 12:4). The chang-

ing of settings can keep a pastor refreshed. The missionary journeys of Paul are surely a reminder of that (for 

example, Acts 13:2-14:7; 15:36-18:22; 18:23-21:19).” 

This content was produced by InfoServ, a ministry of United Methodist Communications. First published 

June 11, 2018. 

https://www.cokesbury.com/forms/productdetail.aspx?pid=1285325
http://archives.gcah.org/bitstream/handle/10516/5875/MH-1993-January-Discovery.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/the-hard-road-of-a-methodist-circuit-rider
http://infoserv.umc.org/
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July Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

     06-30                 77    $2,917.85 

     07-07                 91    $5,875.32 

     07-09      (Online (Vanco)   $   399.25 

     07-14                 94              $2,934.10 

     07-17      Online (Vanco)   $   289.05 

     07-21                 81    $1,337.60 

     07-24      Online (Vanco)   $   300.00  

     07-28                              Not yet reported                 

My Thoughts...On a Life Verse 

by Jim Kraus 

 I admit it—I don’t have a “life verse.”  I 

never got around to picking out that one par-

ticular verse that would neatly frame my life.  I 

hear other people’s selections and agree that 

most are great—words that encourage or edify 

or both.  But now that I am nearing my sev-

enth decade, I suspect that I may be a tad too 

late to jump on the “life verse” bandwagon. 

 Yet there is a single verse that has been res-

onating with me of recent.  It’s a simple verse, 

Psalm 46:10: “Be still, and know that I am 

God!” 

 We live in an amped-up world—

bombarded with a minute-by-minute flood of 

information and news, connected 24-7 to so-

cial media, simply saturated, inundated  by 

the cacophony that is modern life. 

 So then, how are we to hear that voice be-

hind us saying, “This is the way you should 

go” (Isaiah 30:21)?  When you’re running, it is 

impossible to hear someone softly speaking 

behind you. 

 

 

 I’m lucky.  The noble dog Sadie and I take 

walks—and the two best walks are the one ear-

ly in the morning before the sun rises and the 

one late at night, well after the sun sets.  I nev-

er carry a cell phone, so there is no chance of  

electronic interruptions.  (And no, I do not 

need to see the restaurant meal that a Face-

book friend has eaten—or is about to eat.) 

 In the early morning, Sadie and I often hear 

the cooing of mourning doves.  At night, we 

hear the hooting of a large great horned owl 

that nests nearby.  (It scared both of us out of 

our wits recently, when, in the dark, it 

swooped past in front of us, only a few feet 

away.) 

 During these  walks, Sadie doesn’t talk.  I 

don’t talk.  We watch and listen.  In the winter, 

we listen to the snow crack and squeak under-

foot.  In the spring, we hear the chorus of the 

newly arrived birds.  In 

the summer, the heat 

settles over us like a 

blanket.  In the fall, the 

rustle of dried leaves 

provides a soundtrack. 

 All this to say—we 

need to unplug and 

spend some time apart from the world, even if 

it is just in 30-minute doses.  Otherwise, how 

can we listen to God’s creation, and ultimately, 

how can we hope to hear his voice? 
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Greeters: 

August        4  Dave and Ruth Fischer   
August      11  Markita Burcham and Nancy Roethemeyer  
August      18  Dave and Julie Marshall  
August      25  John Luessenheide  

ELECTRONIC RECYCLING 

EVENT – Tube TVs & 

Computers

By: WASHINGTON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Call:  (618) 327-3644

SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, 
August 10th, 2019

8:00 a.m. to Noon
At the Okawville 

High School Parking Lot

400 S. Hanover St.
ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED:

All other electrical home or 

office appliances

RESIDENTIAL SOURCES ONLY

 

A Fun Day at  

Holiday World on July 9, 2019 

July 16, 2019 

Dear Members of Grace Methodist Church, 

 I’m not quite sure where to begin this letter of gratitude.  First of all—
once again, we thank your Mission committee which faithfully sends us a quarterly donation of $250.00, a 
welcome contribution whenever we receive it.  It always seems to arrive just in time to pay some expense 
that is in need of eminent payment. 
 

 I also want to give a huge “shout out” to the group who volunteered on the blitz day—Sat. May 11.  
Weather-wise, it was the worst blitz day we have ever had!  A cold rain poured down all day—and yet, vol-
unteers stayed with the raising of the walls and installation of the Tyvek.  Needless to say, all were drenched 
from exposure to the elements.  Some volunteered to help inside with readying the lunch and clean up.  
They, too, were of great service to us. 
 

 In addition to that, the group brought donated household supplies to be given to the Cook Family 
who are in the process of moving into the completed house at 622 N. 8th St.  Michael and Jourden were very 
appreciative of the laundry basket filled with cleaning supplies, etc. 
 

 So—once again—Grace Methodist of Nashville, IL retains its singular notoriety in being involved in 
(to the best of my knowledge) every blitz construction day that East Side Heart & Home Family Center has 
had.  AND—Grace Methodist has continued to financially support the agency and its programs for years. 
 

 You all are a model of being the “Heart and Hands of Christ”.  Jesus is alive and well through your 
kindness and generosity to us and, I’m sure, to many others. 
 
 

THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH. 
 

With tremendous gratitude,   Sr. Mary Ann, Sr. Carol, Lisa and all at ESH&H Family  Center  (East Side Heart & 
Home Family Center, East St. Louis, IL) 
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Grace United Methodist Church 

250 North Mill Street 

Nashville, Il 62263 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

We’re on the Web 

Nashvillegrace.net 

 

Dated Material Do Not Delay 


