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July 1, 2019 

The Secret to Faith after High 
School?  Parents! 

 
Many youth in the U.S., who regularly attend  
worship, go on summer mission trips, sing in 
the youth choir, and actively participate in 
the youth ministry of their United Methodist con-
gregations, drop out of church after high school 
graduation. According to the Barna Group, 
“Overall, about three out of ten young peo-
ple who grow up with a Christian back-
ground stay faithful to church and to faith 
throughout their transitions from the teen 
years through their twenties.” That means 
about seven out of ten do not. 
 
The Rev. Daniel Dennison, Wesley Campus Min-
ister at the University of Oklahoma, has noticed 
the difference a maturing faith makes in the lives 
of high school graduates. 

“The students who come to us that have been   
discipled and taught how to have a growing       
relationship with Christ while on their own, gen-
erally thrive in college,” he said. “They [appear to] 
do better in school; they are more well-adjusted 
and become stronger leaders in our ministry.” 

Many others “fall away from the church altogeth-
er,” he added. “Some continue to stay involved, 
but it’s nominally and surface level.” 

This is distressing news to pastors, youth leaders, 
and parents who long to keep young people       
engaged in their faith. 

Parents’ faith is key 

The National Study on Youth and Religion found 
a factor that is “nearly deterministic” in turning 
this around. Eight out of ten (82%) young adults 
ages 24-29 who were still participating in their 
faith after being active in high school, had one 
thing in common. 

The secret? Their parents. 

Youth leaders agree. “Parents are the critical 
discipler, period,” said Seth Martin, former 
Lead Student Pastor and now Lead Director 
of The Road at Faithbridge United Methodist 
Church in Spring, Texas. “Student minis-
tries aren't (or shouldn't be, rather) 
the primary spiritual mentors of stu-
dents, but should instead subsidize 
the discipleship already taking place in 
the home.” 

Many youth ministers are encouraging     
parents in their critical role in the spiritual 
development of their teenage children. 

Deeper parent-youth communication 

The study found that youth who remained 
active regularly had faith conversations with 
their parents.  Parents don’t need to be      
experts with all the answers. They just need 
to be willing to journey and question along 
with their children. 

Some great places to start are talking about 
Sunday’s sermon, including faith when dis-
cussing something in the news, or asking 
about the youth group lesson.   Some might 
discuss a devotion over dinner while others 
might talk through the highs and lows of 
their day.  The goal of this time together “is 
not so much how to deal with X, but what 
you think about X, and what our faith   
teaches us about it.” 

These are excerpts from a feature article pub-
lished by Joe Lovino.  (May 27, 2015, in 
UMC.org at United Methodist Communications) 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/alternate-spring-breaks-vacations-with-more-meaning
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/hispanic-church-mentors-through-music
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/kenya-youth-leader
https://www.barna.com/research/five-myths-about-young-adult-church-dropouts/
http://www.okwesley.org/
http://www.okwesley.org/
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  Calendar of  Events  
 

July 4 Church office will be closed for U.S.  
  Independence Day 
 
 7 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  Kid’s Club-5:00-6:00 pm 
  Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm 
  The Bridge-6:30 pm-8:00 pm 
 
 9 Youth Outing to Holiday World-8:00 am-
  11:00 pm 
 
  Happy Days Board-6:00 pm 
         
            10 “Sharing Grace” (Missions hosts)- 
  5:30 pm 
   
  Endowment Board-6:30 pm 
 
            11 Breakfast Club meets at Little  
  Nashville-9:00 am 
 
            13 Back-to-School Carnival-10:00 am- 
  1:00 pm 
 
            14 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
  Youth Groups (see July 7 for times) 
 
            16 Education-6:45 pm   
 
            17 Youth Shaving Cream Wiffle Ball-12:00- 
  3:00 pm 
 
            20 Youth leave on mission trip to Red 
  Lake, MN; returning on July 28 
  
            21 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  No youth groups this evening 
 
            22 Trustees-6:30 pm 
 
            24 “Sharing Grace” (Worship hosts)- 
  5:30 pm 
 
            28 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship (Darla McFadden)-10:15 am 
 
  No youth groups this evening 
   
 
            29 Vacation Bible School begins at St. 
  Paul UCC-July 29-August 1 
              
  
 
   
   
 
             
 
 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

July 2 Lizzy Birchard 

 7 Mike Curtis 

          10 Rhonda Bunnage 

  Anthony Garlich 

          12   Ron Luessenheide 

          17 Lindsay Weathers Fark 

          20 Nancy Meade 

  Harper Roetemeyer 

          25 Ken Terveer 

          26 Chrystal Paige Brown 

  Duke Snyder 

          28 Kerry Sallee Roetemeyer 

          31 Donna Buhrmester 

  Helen Dude 

  Kaleb Reynolds 

 

          ANNIVERSARIES 

July      9 David & Suzanne Heimbuch 

           11         Anthony & Laura Garlich 

           12 David & Julie Marshall 

           26 Tim & Rosemary Staley 

           31 Erik & Crystal Meade 

 

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If your 
name was not included in our list, please inform the 

office so that we can update our records. 

 

June Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

     06-02                 79    $3,338.10 

     06-09               110      $6,797.60 

     06-10      Online (Vanco)   $   399.25 

     06-16               103              $2,435.00 

     06-18      Online (Vanco)   $   289.05 

     06-23                 97    $2,343.10 

     06-24      Online (Vanco)   $   300.00  

     06-30                             Not Yet Reported       
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 From Me to You 

Follow through! I used to hear that from my high 

school basketball coach when he taught us shoot-

ing techniques. Many coaches use the term in 

many sports arenas. 

 

I also hear it from Peggy Hisey, my/our STEP UP 

coach. She calls me regularly and asks, “Are you 

following through with your next steps?” We ac-

tually have good conversations each time she 

calls. 

 

So, I’m looking for ways to follow through with 

one part of our prescription for next steps. Initiate 

a process to engage a conversation regarding 

modern worship and/or how we could or should 

implement such a service. 

 

Let’s first define worship. There may be no finer 

definition than Te Deum (Latin for “You are 

God”). It is a prayer that dates from the 4th     

century and represents a high point in the devel-

opment of a theology of worship.  Here it is in 

modern English: 

 

 You are God: we praise you; You are the 

Lord: we acclaim you; You are the eternal     

Father: All creation worships you.  To you all 

angels, all the powers of heaven, Cherubim and 

Seraphim, sing in endless praise: Holy, holy, 

holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and 

earth are full of your glory. The glorious com-

pany of apostles praise you. The noble fellow-

ship of prophets praise you. The white-robed 

army of martyrs praise you. 

 Throughout the world the holy Church ac-

claims you; Father, of majesty unbounded, your 

true and only Son, worthy of all worship, and 

the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. You, Christ, 

are the king of glory, the eternal Son of the Father. 

When you became man to set us free you did not 

shun the Virgin’s womb.  You overcame the sting of 

death and opened the kingdom of heaven to all be-

lievers. You are seated at God’s right hand in glory. 

We believe that you will come and be our judge.   

 Come then, Lord, and help your people, 

bought with the price of your own blood, and 

bring us with your saints to glory everlasting. 

Although the origin of the prayer can’t be traced, 

the content of the prayer and its understanding of 

worship are rooted in scripture and in the develop-

ment of early Christian thought. 

 

Te Deum is a prayer, and this fact calls attention 

to the forgotten reality that worship is primarily 

prayer. Worship is a prayer of relationship in which 

the whole creation lauds and magnifies God,     

Creator and Redeemer of the world. 

 

Worship expressed by Te Deum also informs us 

that there is a place where worship is eternally hap-

pening. Scripture mentions the heavenly throng, 

angels, archangels, cherubim, seraphim, and the 

whole company of saints, prophets, apostles, and 

the martyrs. Jesus mentions this in John 4:21,23; 

Isaiah 6:1-4; John in Revelation 1:10, 4:2, 5:12. 

 

Te Deum also teaches us that we worship a God 

who does not just sit in the heavens but is personal-

ly involved in creation. And we worship the      

Creator, not the created! 

 

When Christians gather for worship, we are declar-

ing God’s glory and we remember, proclaim, and 

enact the biblical story of God’s ultimate rescuing 

of humanity through Jesus the Christ. 

 

Peter states it best in 1 Peter 2:9 “But you are a 

chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

God’s special possession, that you may declare the 

praises of him who called you out of darkness into 

his wonderful light.” 

 

Keep the Faith! Pastor Bill 
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...for      
July 

 
July 7 and 14: The following youth groups 
will meet:   
 5:00-6:00 p.m., Kids’ Club   
 6:00-6:30 p.m., Snupper   
 6:30-8:00 p.m., Bridge 

 

July 9, 8:00 a.m.–11:00 p.m.: 
Youth Trip to Holiday World 
 

 
July 18, 12:00-3:00 p.m.: 
Shaving Cream Wiffle Ball 
 
 

July 21-27: Youth Mission 
Trip to Red Lake MN.  
Leaving July 20 and  
returning July 28. 
 

 
July 29-August 1:  
Vacation Bible School at 
St. Paul UCC 

 
 
 

Signed permission forms will be required for 
all youth participating in summer activities. 
 
Please sign up early to help ensure adequate 
transportation and chaperones* accommodate 
the number of youth participating.  Please 
see Mike Savard, Director of Children & 
Teen Ministries. 
 
*If there is an event you are interested in 
chaperoning:  Please let Mike or Linda know 
ASAP  (church office:  327-8407). 

 

 

 

 

 

  Saturday, July 13, 2019 

 10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
 

Grace United Methodist Church hosts a              
“Back-to-School Carnival” for all school-
aged children in Washington County  
every summer. There will be free school 
supplies, food, games, balloons and more!  
Free children’s Bibles and some adult 
Bibles will also be available to those who 
want them.   

We need many volunteers that day.  
Please offer your help to Ron Brown, 
Missions Chairman, or call the church 
office at  327-8407 to offer your help! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Perishable Food Items Wanted 

As our youth mission team prepares to  
travel to Red Lake Minnesota to help with 
home repairs and share their faith with 
members of the Chippewa culture in July, 
this congregation has the opportunity to 
send a gift to the Red Lake community of 
non-perishable food items.  Please bring 
donations any time before July 20th.  
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A Prayer for 
the Fourth 

Loving God, we 
thank you — the 
true Father of our    
country — for the 
blessings of this 
land and the gifts 

of cultures around the world. Prompt us 
to strive for justice for all, at home and 
abroad. Remind us, in the words of the 
hymn, that “this is our Father's world” 
and that your goodness prevails. Amid 
tragedies and conflicts, guard us against 
despair. Help us focus on the kindness 
evident daily: from generous neighbors to 
conscientious public servants (because 
most are). On Independence Day and eve-
ry day, “O let [us] ne’er forget that 
though the wrong seems oft so strong, 
God is the Ruler yet.”  

Amen.  
 

—Sandy Hyland  

Church Directory Updates 

Please add to your new church directory:   

 David (Dave) and Suzanne (Suzie) 

 Heimbuch 

 11384 State Route 15 

 Nashville, IL 62263 
 

 Dave’s Cell:  (616) 607-4915 

 Dave’s Email: dheimbuch1@gmail.com 
 

 Suzie’s Cell:  (616) 607-4914 

 Suzie’s Email:  sfheimbuch@yahoo.com 

 

Change the cell phone number for Linda  

Summers to:  (618) 314-6391 

 

Crescent Roll Cheesecake 

From the kitchen of Sandy Turner 

2 cans crescent rolls 

2—8 oz. cream cheese 

1 cup sugar 

1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla 

1/4 cup butter 

1 Tablespoon cinnamon 

2 Tablespoons sugar 

 

Spray 9” x 13” pan.  Line with 1 can of cres-

cent rolls.  Pat down.  Mix cream cheese,       

1 cup sugar, and vanilla and spread 1/2 on 

first layer of crescent rolls.  Flatten on top, 

the second can of rolls.  Place on top the  

other half of cream cheese mixture.  Melt 

butter and spread over cheesecake.  Mix 1 T. 

cinnamon and  2 T. sugar and sprinkle on 

top. Bake at 350 degrees for 20-30 minutes. 
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A Summary of the 2019 Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference 

 

The Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference gathered around 

the theme, “Let’s Get Fired Up: Hearts Strangely Warmed by 

the Blaze of the Holy Spirit,” at the Peoria Civic Center,  

June 6-8. 

 

Excerpts from the annual conference include: 

An offering of $96,735 was collected during Friday’s Morning 

Manna for the Our Conference, Our Kids campaign, pushing the campaign to $904,954 of its $2.5 

million goal.  The campaign, which will be used to endow the spiritual life programs at five confer-

ence children and youth welfare agencies was approved by the 2016 Annual Conference and 

launched at the 2017 session. 

Legislatively, the conference announced that the health insurance allowance paid to full-time pas-

tors will remain at $17,500 for 2020.  The conference also approved a 2.25 percent increase to its 

minimum salaries.  In 2020, the salaries will go to $44,358 for clergy in full connection, associate 

members and provisional elders; and $40,705 for full-time local pastors.    It was reported that all 

three conference pension funds are fully funded and no increase was needed in the clergy Retire-

ment Security Program (CRSP) contribution for 2020. 

It was also announced that the closing of Living Springs Camp was consummated just days before 

the start of the conference session.  In 2015, the annual conference authorized the sale of three of 

five conference camps—Living Springs, Epworth and Jensen Woods—to consolidate and invest in 

the other two campsites—East Bay and Little Grassy.  The sale of Living Springs was the final sale of 

campsites and conference attendees saw a report of the improvements that have been made with the 

sale proceeds at East Bay and Little Grassy. 

The conference also approved an initiative by congregational development, Reach 1,000, lending its 

support to local congregations reaching 1,000 new people from new ministries and reaching 1,000 

additional new people through existing ministries.  Congregational development is putting systems 

in place to provide training, coaching and assistance in the endeavor.  

The 2020 budget of $12,099, 908 was approved—a decrease of $7,408 or 0.06 percent.  This is the 

seventh year of a relatively flat budget with the 2020 total less than the 2013 budget. 

The conference approved the discontinuance of 14 churches, with a combined 2,120 years of minis-

try. 

The 2020 Annual conference will be June 4-6, 2020, at the Peoria Civic Center in Peoria, IL. 

And from the Midwest Mission Distribution Center… 

The Midwest Mission Distribution Center (MMDC) reported in their June 2019 online 

update that the Illinois Great Rivers Conference in Peoria collected 2,655 lbs. worth of 

supplies for the center.  Traveling Mission Trucks from the center attended annual confer-

ences in Minnesota, Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin and Missouri to collect supplies. 

The picture at right shows workers assembling personal dignity kits (PDKs) in Minnesota. 
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Greeters: 

July              7  Helen Dude and Donna Buhrmester   
July            14  Ron and Judy Brown  
July            21  Bernie Chambers and Julie Schroeder  
July            28  Will and Linda Summers  
   

SUMMER YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES AT GRACE UMC 
 

Youth Summer Activities in June included a hike at Washington County Lake Conservation Area, a 
trip to the St. Louis Zoo and Putt-Putt Golf.  Coming up in July is a trip to Holiday World on 

July 9th and Shaving Cream Wiffle Ball on July 18th.   

Some Quotes About Christians 

Christians may not see eye to eye, but they can walk arm in arm. 

No Christian is strong enough to carry a cross and a prejudice at the same time. 

The cross is easier to the Christian who takes it up than to the one who drags it along. 

A Christian is one who makes it easier for other people to believe in God. 

A Christian is a living sermon, whether or not he preaches a word. 

Every child 
is a different kind of  

flower 

and all together make 
this world a beautiful 

garden. 
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Grace United Methodist Church 

250 North Mill Street 

Nashville, Il 62263 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

We’re on the Web 

Nashvillegrace.net 

 

Dated Material Do Not Delay 


