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April 1, 2019 

Holy Week Services 

Thursday, April 18, 7:00 p.m. — 
Maundy Thursday Service 

     
Friday, April 19, 7:00 p.m. —  

Good Friday Service at St. Paul UCC   
(combined service) 

 

 

 

 

Easter Services 

Sunday, April 21, 2019 

7:00 a.m. — Sunrise Service  
here at Grace UMC 

(combined with St. Paul UCC) 

 

8:00 a.m. — Easter  Morning 
Breakfast and Time of Fellowship 

 

9:00 a.m. — Easter Egg Hunt  
and Sunday School  

 

10:15 a.m. — Easter Worship  
Service 

 

 

  

Grace UMC Endowment Board  

Scholarships—$1,000 each 

 
Required:    Application, Essay, Proof of          

Acceptance or Transcript showing courses and 

grades from previous semesters,  Proof of En-

rollment as a full-time 

undergraduate student 

for the fall semester, 

Member of Nashville 

Grace UMC. 

 

Applications are available on the counter in the 

church office.  Applications may be filled out 

now.  Deadline:  June 15, 2019 

 

Note:  The Endowment Board meets 

quarterly—January 9, April 10, July 10 and 

October 9.   The next meeting is April 10, 2019. 

Christ Has Triumphed! 

 

 

 

 

Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer;  
Death is strong, but life is stronger.  
Stronger than the dark, the light;  

Stronger than the wrong, the right.  
Faith and hope triumphant say,  
Christ will rise on Easter Day.  

—Phillips Brooks 
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  Calendar of  Events  
 

April 3 Choir-7:30 pm 
 
 4 Finance-6:30 pm 
  Church Council-7:00 pm 
    
 7 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  Kid’s Club-5:00-6:00 pm 
  Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm 
  Bridge-6:30 pm-8:00 pm 
 
 8 Missions-6:00 pm 
 
 9 Happy Days Board-6:00 pm   
 
            10 “Sharing Grace” (Trustees host)- 
  5:30 pm 
  Endowment Board-6:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
  
            11 Breakfast Club at Little Nashville- 
  9:00 am 
 
            14 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  Youth Groups (see April 7 for times) 
 
            16 Education-6:45 pm 
   
            17 Evangelism-6:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            18 Maundy Thursday Service-7:00 pm 
 
            19 Good Friday Service at St. Paul UCC- 
  7:00 pm 
 
            21 Sunrise Service-7:00 am 
  Easter Morning Breakfast-8:00 am 
  Sunday School & Easter Egg Hunt- 
  9:00 am. 
  Easter Worship Service-10:15 am 
 
  No youth groups this evening 
 
            24 “Sharing Grace” (Evangelism hosts)- 
  5:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            28 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  Becky Styninger’s Piano Recitals- 
  1:00 and 4:00 pm 
 
  Youth Groups (see April 7 for times) 
 
  
 

 
  

 
  

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

April 2 Elaine Garlich 

 3 Tim Chambers 

 4 Bert Dueker 

            6 Warren Dueker 

 8 Danielle (Chambers) Therrian 

 9 Vivienne Harre 

          12 Mark Styninger 

          14 John Szopinski 

          19   Joshua Roetemeyer 

          20 Pat Box 

          24 Shirley Buhrmester 

 

          ANNIVERSARIES 

April   24    John & Jennifer Szopinski 

 

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If your 
name was not included in our list, please inform the 

office so that we can update our records. 

 

March Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

     03-03                  76    $4,320.60 

     03-08      Online (Vanco)   $   399.25 

     03-10                  75                $3,237.60 

     03-17                  97                    $2,398.25  

     03-19      Online (Vanco)   $   289.05 

     03-24                  94              $1,811.10 

     03-25      Online (Vanco)   $   300.00  

     03-31    Not yet reported 
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From Me to You 

I don’t know about you, but during this season 

of Lent I think a lot about Jesus’ call on my life 

to come and follow him. Lent is often referred 

to as a journey. As Jesus made his way to the 

cross, it was an uphill journey. So it is for us as 

well.  

 

Just this morning as I was preparing to write 

this column, I listened to a 3 minute excerpt 

from John Maxwell talking about leadership. 

He said there are 3 questions followers ask a 

leader. One: do you like me? That has to do 

with compassion. Two: Can you help me? This 

has to do with being competent. Three: Can I 

trust you? Which has to do with character.  

 

He also said anyone who follows a leader 

wants to know of that leader: Will you add  

value to my life? How many times did those 

early disciples ask that question of Jesus? If 

not out loud, then maybe under their breath. 

How many times have you asked that ques-

tion?  

 

Jesus died for each one of us. Does that not 

add value to each us? How much more valua-

ble could we be? The thing I heard John    

Maxwell say that really stuck with me is this: 

“Everything worthwhile is uphill.” Jesus’ 

journey was uphill and it wasn’t easy. Don’t 

think it is going to be easy to be a follower of 

Jesus. Maybe this is why Lent is so important 

every year. We need to be reminded that it is 

not easy and it is an uphill journey.  

 

Here is the last thing John Maxwell said in this 

excerpt: “People have uphill hopes and 

downhill habits. The only way to break a 

downhill habit is to get intentional in 

your life.”  

 

The answer to those first three questions is 

Yes! Yes, I love this church, each one of you. 

Yes, I can help you and I am trying. Yes, you 

can trust me. My purpose for being here is to 

help you move from where you were when I  

came to Grace UMC to a better place when I 

leave. 

 

Yes, it is uphill because it is worthwhile. Jesus 

saved us for a reason. Jesus saved us so we 

would be his physical presence, his hands and 

his feet, in this world.  

 

In Matthew 7:13-14, Jesus said, “Enter 

through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide 

and the road is easy that leads to destruction, 

and there are many who take it. For the gate is 

narrow and the road is hard that leads to life, 

and there are few who find it.”  

 

When I think of downhill habits, I’m thinking 

of a person coasting down a long slope. That 

kind of person doesn’t have to exert himself or 

herself. You just slide through life and wake 

up one day to realize you are done. This is the 

end of what started out as a life with uphill 

hopes.  

 

Everything we are offering you today is for the 

purpose of adding value to your life. The   

worship, fellowship, Sunday School, small 

group time, mission and outreach, asking you 

to invite one person to church and witness for 

Jesus. I would like for you to see all of this as 

adding value to your life, for Jesus’ sake. I 

hope you think of it as worthwhile, like an up-

hill climb.  

 

Keep Being Faithful! Pastor Bill  
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...for April 

April 7, 14 and 28: The following youth 
groups will meet: 
 5:00-6:00 p.m., Kids’ Club   
 6:00-6:30 p.m., Snupper   
 6:30-8:00 p.m., Bridge 
 
 
 
 

For more information and to sign up for  
any of these youth activities, please see 
Mike Savard, Director of Children & Teen 
Ministries. 

2018 Mission Activities/Donations 

Mission Activities— 5 adults worked with youth on a 4-day mission trip to Eagle House in Buncombe, IL 

and several people participated in an East St. Louis house build.  The youth also traveled to Leech Lake    

Reservation in northern Minnesota for a week-long mission trip. The congregation contributed shoes for the 

Shoe Man, peanut butter for Haiti and gifts for the Giving Tree.  Many people filled shoe boxes for Operation 

Christmas Child.  The youth participated in a canned food drive for the local area food pantry.  Grace Class 

built and stocked an outside food pantry for the community, which the congregation supports on a continuing 

basis. 

Donations: 

 YWAM (Jen/Drew Reuss) $1,200 

 Haiti School $1,850 

 Eagle House (incl. $600 for flooring) $1,800  

 Little Grassy (UMC camp) $1,000 

 Washington County Senior Services $1,200 

 Shoe Man (for African school) $1,000 

 Back-to-School Carnival $1,466 

 Hands of Hope (Dr. Josh Knolhoff) $1,037 

 Gas Cards $750 

 Backpacks of Hope (Nashville Grade School) $250 

 Washington County Mission Trip to Texas $1,500 

 Tornado Tubs $1,000 

 Youth Mission Trip $610 

 Noisy Offering (Total for year)  $2,462 

 Medical Assistance (Pharmacy bills) $808 

 Rent and Utilities Assistance $3,150   

Eastside Heart & Home Family Center 

East St. Louis 

 

 

We need volunteers to help with 
the home building blitz at East St. 
Louis Heart & Home Family Center.  

You will not be disappointed! 
 

Childcare for the day will be provided at 
Grace UMC  (fun, games, snacks, lunch). 
Transportation to the site is provided. 

 
There is a sign-up sheet on the credenza in the 

back of the sanctuary. 
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Spring Symbols Remind Us of Resurrection 
by the Rev. Mark Price 

 
When the weather turns warmer and the grass grows greener, it’s easier to understand the promise 

of new life and renewed hope that Christians proclaim as “Easter people.” The reminders are all 

around us so be sure to keep an eye out on your next spring stroll. 

 

Birds 

The robin, a very common bird in the U.S., has a red breast and a legend to 

explain it. Seems that once a gray robin flew to Christ’s crown of thorns to 

draw out a thorn, and when it did, a drop of Christ’s blood fell on its breast, 

leaving a stain forevermore. 

 

Bees 

It takes lots of buzzing bees to spread the pollen and make flowers grow. The honey these creatures 

create is a biblical symbol of God’s favor. The Torah agrees, for it describes God’s promised land 

again and again as “flowing with milk and honey.” 

 

Flowers 

Long considered a symbol of hope and new life, the daffodil is one of the blooms most often con-

nected to the Resurrection. Tradition says that giving a gift of daffodils will ensure happiness for the 

receiver—but always give a bunch: a single bloom signals doom. 

 

The flowering shrub known as the forsythia is what I call the Easter tree, because when its spidery 

branches are moving with the wind, they seem to be arms waving in praise of the season. According 

to tradition, forsythia means anticipation—an appropriate companion word for Resurrection.   

 

It is said the dogwood tree used to grow straight and tall, but after it was used 

as a crucifix for Christ, God made it short and twisted with a thin  

trunk so it could never be used as a cross again. 

 

The dogwood bloom has four parts, each with a rusty red color on the end and 

a small hole, a  reminder of where the nails were driven into the cross.   The 

center stamens look like the crown of thorns. 

 

Faith 

The traditions that developed around these spring symbols helped explain the concept that God in 

the flesh took on death and came back to tell us there is life on the other side. What fantastic news! 

http://umc.org/news-and-media/ancient-traditions-still-influence-easte%7D
http://umc.org/what-we-believe/desktop-meditation-easter-jo%7D
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnature.mdc.mo.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstyles%2Fcentered_full%2Fpublic%2Fmedia%2Fimages%2F2010%2F09%2Famerican-robin.jpg%3Fitok%3D8rn6a64R&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnature.mdc.mo.gov%2Fdiscover-natu
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fmtcubacenter.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F02%2FPainting-Dogwood-Flowers-2.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmtcubacenter.org%2Fdogwood-tree-makes-comeback%2F&docid=zQoy6YbzRiU-NM&tbnid=i6yS1FugOfF6KM%3A&
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Haiti Mission Report (an excerpt for this newsletter) 

                We recently returned from Port au Prince Haiti where the school and orphanage 
that you have helped support in the past is located. We thought you might be interested 
in what has happened and hopefully will happen in the future.   

 Presently there are 184 students enrolled in grades 1 thru 10 plus 3 levels of kin-
dergarten classes.  All 19 students in 9th grade passed the difficult government exam last 
year which entitled them to continue their education thru grades 10 to 14. We think this 
speaks well for the present teaching staff.  There was room for one more classroom and so the principal add-
ed 10th grade last year and would like to add 11th grade next school year but all classrooms are full and we 
don’t have funds at present to build additional classrooms. So the students will have to find another school 
to continue their education. 

           Our goal is to keep the school affordable for the people in this poor community and yet make it self 
supporting.  This has been a difficult task but with better management principles in place, we hope to send 
only $300 dollars each month for the next school year to help with salaries and expenses. The principal is 
raising the tuition slightly next school year so this will help and yet make it still affordable for parents. 

           As you know the orphanage was closed last year because Reverend Piton and his brothers could no 
longer support it due to their health problems and we could not support it by ourselves. It worked out well 
actually because the children were now all old enough to take care of themselves and return to a relative. 
We hope and pray they will be able to continue in school and have a safe and healthy environment to live in. 

          We have also made a commitment to the four older children from the orphanage that had graduated 
14th grade and took the government exam last year which entitles them to continue their education at the 
university level.   At the present these young adults are living with relatives and attending school.  Djovanie, 
is in her first year of a 6 year medical school program to become a doctor,  Lovely is studying office technolo-
gy in a 4 year university program,  Fedelin is now the assistant principal of our school and is taking some 
technology training to help him at that job, and Junio is in a university program to become a civil engineer. 
We estimate the cost for ALL their education for All the years to be around $40,000.  This figure includes not 
only tuition but also transportation cost to school, computers and books. University education cost is low 
compared to the  United States but without our help these children would not be able to complete their edu-
cation and dream to help the people of Haiti. The relatives who took them in can only provide food and a bed 
and these students are trying to find small jobs to help with clothing and living expenses. At the present time 
we have raised $16,000.00 toward this scholarship program for the 4 children in university level education 
programs.           

 We have had to make some difficult choices this year on how to best spend the funds we are able to 
raise. We are discontinuing the peanut butter sandwich program for the school students next school year be-
cause it is a costly  $10,000.00 a year program. We feel our commitment this year should be to the school 
and to secure enough money this year to guarantee educating the 4 students in the university for their entire 
university careers.  Hopefully we will be able to raise enough funds to continue the sandwich program next 
year. 

          If you have given in the past, we say thank you.  We could not have done all this without you.  If you 
can give some more, God bless you.  If you want to give for the first time, welcome aboard.  Please remem-
ber this:  100%  of your gift goes towards educating children in Haiti and in the past 8 years, hundreds of chil-
dren have benefitted to hopefully become better citizens of this destitute country. 

 

Carol and Frank Allbright 
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Greeters: 

April            7  Dean and Judi Waller  
April          14  Dave and Ruth Fischer 
April          21  Gary and Teresa Hake  
April          28  Mike and Wynnie Reynolds & Family 
 

Thanks Mr. Tim for all 

your hard work...and  

patience answering  

questions from all your 

“helpers.“  
 

Happy Days Preschool 

 

 

 

 

 

Help out Happy Days Preschool and buy good 
quality children’s books at the  

Usborne Book Sale 
April 1-10, 2019 

Grace UMC Upstairs Hallway 
 

A wide variety of books, including books for Easter, 
will be displayed in the hall by the Happy Days class-
rooms.  This sale is “Cash and Carry” and checks may 
be made payable to Rachel Dehning. 

Happy Days will receive free books depend-
ing on the total sales.  Consider buying a 
book, donating it to Happy Days Preschool, 
and at the same time contributing to their 

total sales which will earn them additional books! 

 

New or Used (clean and in very 

good condition) full-size  

microwave for Happy Days 

Preschool. 

 

If you would like to donate one, 

please see Mary Schaeffer at 

Happy Days Preschool. 


