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 December 1, 2019 

Coming  

Attraction! 
 

Advent, which marks the 

beginning of the church 

year, is “the first gleam of 

Christmas,” writes W.E. 

Sangster. “It heralds the entrance of the Divine 

into human history; it is heaven descending to 

earth; it is a great event casting its brilliance be-

fore it.” Sangster adds: “It is as though a trum-

peter had taken his stand upon the turrets of 

time and announced the coming of the King. 

‘Get ready,’ he seems to say. ‘Get ready. He is 

coming!’”  

Christmas Pageant 

“Sing a Song of Christmas” 

This year’s Christmas program will be on 

Sunday, December 15th at 7 p.m. and 

everyone is invited to come. Unfortunately, it 

is easy to get lost in activities during the holi-

day season, but this program simply focuses 

on the beauty of the holiday season. Our play 

will feature familiar Christmas carols and 

Scripture that will help to calm and center us 

for the upcoming Christmas celebration. Our 

youth, choir, and others will be involved in 

telling the story and we hope you can join us 

to Sing a Song of Christmas this year. 

 

 

 

 

December 24, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 
Come and worship our Lord at the 

Christmas Eve Candlelight and  

Communion Service. 

Advent Devotions Available 

This Advent season we want to encourage you 
to go deeper into your faith with several devo-
tional options. There are four available. 

1. Joy to the World - 10 Christmas-focused    
devotionals to center and focus us on the  
meaning of Christ's birth. 

2. Advent - A Calendar of Devotions - 25        
Advent readings that blend the Biblical story of 
redemption and everyday life. 

3. Grace Family Devotional - A devotional      
focused on the lectionary readings each Sunday 
that encourages families to talk about how the      
Scriptures speak to our highs and lows. 

4. Gospel of Luke - You can read 1 chapter of 
the Gospel of Luke for each day of Advent start-
ing on December 1st. By doing so, you will have 
read the entire story of Jesus' life ending with 
chapter 24 on Christmas Eve. 



2 

 

 
  Calendar of  Events  

 

Dec. 1 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
   
  No youth groups this evening 
 
 4 Choir-7:30 pm 
   
 5 Sr. High students meet with Dan at 
  Bonnie Café for breakfast-8:00 am 
 
  Finance-6:30 pm 
  Church Council-7:00 pm 
 
 8 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  Kid’s Club-5:00-6:00 pm 
  Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm 
              Christmas Program Practice-6:30 pm 
 
            10 Happy Days Board-6:00 pm 
 
            11 “Sharing Grace” (hosted by  
  Evangelism)-5:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
             
            14 Christmas Pageant Rehearsal-10:00 am 
 
            15 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  Christmas Pageant-7:00 pm 
 
            18 Evangelism-6:30 pm  
 
            19 Sr. High students meet with Dan at 
  Bonnie Café for breakfast-8:00 am 
   
            22 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Ugly Sweater Contest-9:45 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  Youth Groups-5:00 pm  
 
       24-25 Church Office Closed  
 
            24 Christmas Eve Service-7:00 pm  
 
            25 Christmas Day 
 
            29 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
   
  No youth groups this evening 
 
 
 
  
 
               
  
 

   
   

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

Dec.  6 Robert Hawkins 

 9 Caleb Hallock 

  Daniel Simonton 

          11   Teresa Hake 

          15 Cindi Weathers 

          16 Renee Kleiboeker 

          17 Emily Harre 

          20 Moriah Frazier 

  Holly Weathers 

          21 Daniel Savard 

          24 Michelle Curtis 

          28 Julie Marshall 

   

ANNIVERSARIES 

Dec.       2 Glen & Deb Guest 

 24 Will & Linda Summers 

 28 Robert & Barbara Hawkins 

 29 Gene & Amy Hackstadt 

   George & Lauri Heckert 

 

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If 
your name was not included in our list, please  

inform the office so that we can update our records. 

 

November Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

     11-03                 86    $4,611.05 

     11-08     Online (Vanco)      $   399.25 

     11-10               112     $2,376.70 

     11-17                 88               $1,602.10 

     11-19     Online (Vanco)              $   289.05 

     11-24                              Not yet reported                      
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From Me to You 

Can you believe it? November 2019 is gone! No 

redo's or do overs! Turkey season as most of us 

know it has passed (aka Thanksgiving).  

Now we are entering a new year. Advent this year 

begins December 1st and it marks the beginning of a 

new year on the Christian Church calendar. It seems 

like we are always talking about expectations, antic-

ipations, looking, longing, hope, light, and peace on 

earth as the advent of Jesus Christ approaches each 

year. We should because that is the focus for us as a 

child of the Christ child.  

As one who has experienced the new birth of salva-

tion by faith in Jesus Christ, you and I carry the 

DNA of this one who came into the world as a baby 

born in a manger in Bethlehem so long ago now. 

We may be adding years each time the calendar 

flips pages and we may feel like we are getting old 

(er) but the story, the witness and account of the 

birth of Jesus does not ever grow old. It never will!  

Luke has given us this account of the wonderful 

event. Luke 2:9 “And an angel of the Lord appeared 

to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And 

the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring 

you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city 

of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And 

this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a man-

ger.’”(ESV)  

God made the announcement through his angel. 

Will anyone this year hear what God is announcing? 

Will anyone see what God is doing? I certainly hope 

so. I would like to think that we who carry the DNA 

of Christ will be the very people that cause a great 

disruption in the worldly events, which in turn leads 

others to hear and see what God is doing.  

Many great songs have been written over many cen-

turies to help us focus on this great God event in 

which God appears in the flesh. It would be hard for 

me to choose just one. But, I do have one on my 

mind already that is, in my opinion, a very powerful 

word for us during this time of year. Listen to it 

soon.  

Casting Crown sings this song.  

“Make Room in Your Heart.”  

Family hiding from the storm  
Found no place at the keeper's door. 
It was for this a Child was born  
To save a world so cold and hollow.  
 
[Verse 2]  

The sleeping town did not know  
That lying in a manger low  
A Savior King who had no home  
Has come to heal our sorrows. 
 
[Verse 3]  

Shepherds counting sheep in the night  
Do not fear the glory light.  
You are precious in His sight.  
God has come to raise the lowly.  
 
[Verse 4]  

Mother holds the Promise tight  
Every wrong will be made right.  
The road is straight and the burden's 
light  
For in His hands He holds tomorrow.  
 
[Chorus]  

Is there room in your heart?  
Is there room in your heart?  
Is there room in your heart  
For God to write His story?  
You can come as you are  
But it may set you apart.  
When you make room in your heart  
And trade your dreams for His glory.  
 

Make room in your heart, won’t you? God will be 

pleased and you will be blessed.  

 

Grace and Peace!   

Pastor Bill 
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...for      
December 

  
December 1 and 29:  No youth groups 
 
December 8 and 22: 
 5:00-6:00 p.m.: Kids’ Club and  
    Bridge  
 6:00-6:30 p.m.: Snupper 
  
December 8, 6:30 p.m.: 
Christmas Program  
Practice after Kids’ Club 
 

December 5 and 19, 
8:00 a.m.:  Senior High 
students are invited to 
come and have breakfast 

with Dan Simonton at the Bonnie Café 
(church treat) 
 
December 14, 10:00 a.m.:  Youth  
Christmas  Pageant Rehearsal. Lunch served 
afterwards. 
 
December 15, 7:00 p.m.:  Christmas  
Pageant 
 
 
 
 
 

*If there is an event you are interested in 
helping with, please contact Daniel        
Simonton, Associate Minister of Family, 
Children & Youth Ministry.   
(Church office:  327-8407). 
 
 

 

“Once in our world, a stable had  

something in it that was bigger than  

our whole world.”  

—C.S. Lewis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wear your Christmas sweaters or “Ugly 
Sweaters” and enjoy coffee, juice and   
donuts in the Fellowship Hall before the 
worship service on Sunday, December 
22nd, at 9:45 p.m. 
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A Season of Gratitude  
(Week 1 was published in the November 2019 Newsletter) 

 
"Gratitude is at the heart of the Christian faith," says the Rev. Kent 
Millard, president of United Theological Seminary. While every day 
should be a day of thanksgiving to God, the seven weeks encompassing 
the Thanksgiving (U.S.), Advent and Christmas seasons call for a special 
outpouring of gratitude.   

Use this calendar to engage in daily acts of gratitude and kindness. Most of them can either 
be done alone or with family or friends. Some require a bit of planning, so you may want to 
look ahead a few days, or make arrangements to do the actual activity a few days later. 

WEEK 2 

Sunday, Dec. 1, 1st Sunday of Advent (World AIDS Day): Take good magazines and 
leave in the hospital waiting room. 

Monday, Dec. 2: During Advent, commit to placing only positive messages on social media. 
Consider tweeting or posting a photo of something for which you are grateful each day. 

Tuesday, Dec. 3, #Giving Tuesday-Make a donation in gratitude to your 
church or another United Methodist-related institution or ministry as a Christ-
mas gift in honor of someone. 

Wednesday, Dec. 4: Leave sticky notes on various cars in store parking lots or on bathroom 
stalls in rest areas or public restrooms with simple messages of gratitude or kindness. 

Thursday, Dec. 5: Share a favorite book with someone...and encourage 
them to pass it on. 

Friday, Dec. 6: Offer to babysit for free to give young 
parents a night out. 

Saturday, Dec. 7,  Pearl Harbor Day: Send a note to any WWII veterans 
in your town thanking them for their service. If you don't know any of the 

vets, thank their survivors or descendants. 

WEEK 3 

Sunday, Dec. 8, 2nd Sunday in Advent: Visit a neighbor you have not seen for a while. Of-
fer to help them with something, pray for them or invite them to join you for dinner. 

Monday, Dec. 9: Look for (and find) people who are doing a good job at a less-than-
glamorous task and thank them for their good work. Let their managers know as well.    
(continued on next page)                
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Tuesday, Dec. 10: Let the person behind you at the grocery 
store cut in line. 

Wednesday, Dec. 11: Take flowers or a nice plant to the church 
secretary. 

Thursday, Dec. 12: Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 silently or with your family. Talk about 
blessings you find in difficulties you are facing. 

Friday, Dec. 13: Make a casserole or dinner to be placed in your church 
freezer for anyone who needs it. 

Saturday, Dec. 14: Tape a $5 bill to a jug of milk in the grocery store. 

WEEK 4 

Sunday, Dec. 15, 3rd Sunday in Advent: Make handcrafted greeting cards with a personal 
message to show the recipients they are special enough to be sent something made by you. 

Monday, Dec. 16: Thank God for quenching your thirst – be it with a drink or companionship, 
inspiration or spiritual guidance. 

Tuesday, Dec. 17: Phone a friend or relative. Tell them "I was thinking 
of you so thought I'd call." 

Wednesday, Dec. 18: Write a personal note of thanks 
or encouragement to your local church clergy. 

Thursday, Dec. 19: Visit a local non-profit to learn about their work and 
thank them for serving. 

Friday, Dec. 20: Take or ship a friend in need of comfort a meal or treat. 

Saturday, Dec. 21: Be grateful for silence when you can grab a quiet time and say a simple 
prayer. 

WEEK 5 

Sunday, Dec. 22: Tell someone why you appreciate them. 

Monday, Dec. 23: Pay the toll or the drive-thru coffee or meal of someone behind you. Ask 
the cashier to give the recipient a note with a gratitude or kindness message. Thank the cash-
ier. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fus.123rf.com%2F450wm%2Fnorwayblue%2Fnorwayblue1504%2Fnorwayblue150400021%2F38783314-stock-vector-cheerful-elderly-person-in-wheelchair-with-his-nursing-caretakers.jpg%3Fver%3D6&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fww
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fus.123rf.com%2F450wm%2Fnorwayblue%2Fnorwayblue1504%2Fnorwayblue150400021%2F38783314-stock-vector-cheerful-elderly-person-in-wheelchair-with-his-nursing-caretakers.jpg%3Fver%3D6&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fww


7 

 

Greeters: 

December 1 John & Sara Sallee   
December        8 Bud & Nancy Meade  
December      15 Cliff & Amie Hake and Family 
December      22    Josh & Kerry Roetemeyer and Family 
December      29 Gary & Teresa Hake 

Tuesday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve: Make eye contact with each family member or close 
friend sharing the day with you. Tell them three reasons you are thankful for them. 

Wednesday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day: Start your Christmas morning 
by reading Luke 2 and having each person share what the gift of Jesus 
Christ means to them. Thank God for the gift of Jesus. 

Thursday, Dec. 26: Carry hand-written thank you cards that might 
include a gift card through a public area. Give to any military personnel 
you encounter. 

Friday, Dec. 27: Take a picture for a tourist or a local family on an 
outing. 

Saturday, Dec. 28: Smile and hold doors open for people wherever 
you go; say "hello" to a stranger. 

Week 6 and 7 will be printed in the January 2020 newsletter. 

Living in Christian Fellowship 

As we approach 2020, let’s think about how we might have a more perfect vision of how to live in 
Christian fellowship at Nashville Grace UMC.  

1. Encourage each other to grow in Christian love and truth; be willing to confront when it is important.  
(Ephesians 4:15) 

2. Listen to each other and exercise self-discipline before responding.  (James 1:19) 
3. Strengthen each other.  (Ephesians 4:29) 
4. Be gentle with each other.  (Galatians 6:1) 
5. Confess your sins to each other.  (James 5:16) 
6. Pray for each other.  (James 5:16) 
7. Respect the privacy of those confiding in you.  (Proverbs 11:13) 
8. Deal with people directly; don’t complain to others.  (Matthew 18:15) 
9. Avoid speaking ill of others; do not judge each other.  (James 5:9; Luke 6:37) 
10. Forgive each other.  (Luke 6:37) 
11. Freely participate in the Body of Christ according to your gifts and talents.  (Matthew 10:8) 
12. Love each other; practice the Golden Rule.  (Colossians 3:12-14) 
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Grace United Methodist Church 

250 North Mill Street 

Nashville, Il 62263 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

We’re on the Web 

Nashvillegrace.net 

 

Dated Material Do Not Delay 


