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 October 1, 2019 

 
Are you looking for a way to connect and grow 
in your faith and fellowship? We have small 
groups kicking off to help you connect with 
others to experience Grace. 

  
Starting October 13th on  
Sunday Nights at 5:30 pm in the 
Church Library, Cliff Hake is 
leading  a   study    on    Case for 
a Creator by Lee Strobel. 
"Former atheist Lee Strobel has 
discovered that science, far from 
being the enemy of faith, now 

provides a solid  foundation for belief in God.” 
 

Starting October 14th on Monday Nights at 
7:00 pm at Kourtney Hake's 
home,  Kourtney Hake is leading a 
study on Uninvited by Lysa 
Terkeurst. 
"The enemy wants us to feel re-
jected . . . left out, lonely, and 
less than. When we allow him to 
speak lies through our rejection, 
he pickpockets our purpose. Lysa  
offers encouragement to help find peace and 
steadiness in your life.” 

  
Starting October 15th on Tuesdays at Noon in 

the Church Library, Linda     
Summers is leading a study 
on Unafraid by Adam Hamilton. 
"A widely admired mainstream 
pastor shows how people and 
communities can flourish as bea-
cons of hope and serenity in an 
anxious age." 

 
 

Starting October 17th on 
Thursday Nights at 6:30 pm 
in the Church Library,    
Daniel   Simonton is leading 
a study on How Happiness 
Happens by Max Lucado. 
"In this study, group mem-
bers will look at  several key 

"one another" statements given in the New 
Testament and discover how to make   
happiness happen in their lives." 

  
Starting October 23rd on Wednesday 
Nights at 6:30 pm in the Church Library, 
Erik and Crystal Meade are 
leading a study on Long 
Story Short by Joshua 
McNall.  
"Long Story Short traces 
the big story of who God is 
and how he is saving the 
world through six simple 
movements. By looking at Scripture this 
way it helps readers not only understand 
how the Bible fits together but encour-
ages them to step into the story of God 
and be part of the performance.” 
 
We also have our small groups on Sunday 
mornings which start at 9 am. 

     For where two or three 

gather in my name,  

there am I with them.”                                 

— Matthew 18:20 
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  Calendar of  Events  
 

Oct. 2 “Kids for Christ” program at Nashville 
  Grade School-3:10-5:00 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
 3 Finance-6:30 pm 
  Church Council-7:00 pm 
 
  6 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
   
  Kids Club-5:00-6:00 pm 
  Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm 
  The Bridge-6:30-8:00 pm 
 
 8 Happy Days Board-6:00 pm 
 
 9 “Kids for Christ” program at Nashville 
  Grade School-3:10-5:00 pm 
  “Sharing Grace” (Happy Days hosts)-
  5:30 pm 
  Endowment Board-6:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            10 Breakfast Club meets at Little  
  Nashville-9:00 am 
 
            11 5th quarter Sr. High Youth Hangout-
  after NCHS game to 11:00 pm 
 
            13 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
  Youth Groups (see Oct 6 for times) 
 
            16 Evangelism-6:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            17 Senior High students are invited to 
  come and have breakfast with Dan   
  Simonton at the Bonnie Café (church 
  treat)-8:00 am 
 
            20 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship (Happy Days Sunday)-10:15 am 
  Youth Groups (see Oct. 6 for times) 
 
            23 “Sharing Grace” (Education hosts)- 
  5:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            25 5th quarter Sr. High Youth Hangout-
  after NCHS game to 11:00 pm 
               
            27 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
  Church-wide Scavenger Hunt and  
  Pumpkin Carving-4:00 pm 
 
            30 Choir-7:30 pm 
  
 
               
  
 
   
   

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

Oct.  1 Courtney Hallock 

 3 Raelynn Frederking 

 6 Tristan Jack 

 8 Jeff Ceglinski 

  Gary Hake 

  Becky Styninger 

 9 Rosy Staley 

          11   Dean Waller 

          13 Dave Heimbuch 

          14 Jennifer Szopinski 

          15 Lorie Stevens 

  Brad Weathers 

          17 Saundra Curtis 

  Barb Hawkins 

          18 Garrett Guest 

          19 Jennifer Kennedy 

          22 David Pingsterhaus 

          23 Rose Ceglinski 

  Becky Rench 

          25 Ellie Simonton 

          30 Carley Szopinski 

          31 Madelyn Frederking 

  Chuck Hake 

  Andrew Savard 

   

ANNIVERSARIES 

Oct.  1 Brad & Renee Kleiboeker 

           12 Mike & Maryanne Schaeffer 

           15 Daniel & Charlotte Simonton 

           17 Mark & Becky Styninger 

           18 Josh & Kerry Roetemeyer 

           20 Bryce & Ashley Kolweier 

           21 Larry & Elaine Garlich 

           22 Bruce & Gayla brown 

           26 Tom & Julie Schroeder 

 

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If 
your name was not included in our list, please in-

form the office so that we can update our records. 
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From Me to You 

2 Timothy 1:8-10 (NLT) So never  be ashamed 

to tell others about our Lord. And don’t be 

ashamed of me, either, even though I’m in prison 

for him. With the strength God gives you, be 

ready to suffer with me for the sake of the Good 

News. For God saved us and called us to live a 

holy life. He did this, not because we deserved it, 

but because that was his plan from before the be-

ginning of time—to show us his grace through 

Christ Jesus. And now he has made all of this 

plain to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus, our 

Savior. He broke the power of death and illumi-

nated the way to life and immortality through the 

Good News. 

 

2 Timothy 3:1-9. (NLT) You should know this, 

Timothy, that in the last days there will be very 

difficult times. 2 For people will love only them-

selves and their money. They will be boastful and 

proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their par-

ents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing 

sacred. 3 They will be unloving and unforgiving; 

they will slander others and have no self-control. 

They will be cruel and hate what is good. 4 They 

will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up 

with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. 5 

They will act religious, but they will reject the 

power that could make them godly. Stay away 

from people like that! 6 They are the kind who 

work their way into people’s homes and win the 

confidence of vulnerable women who are bur-

dened with the guilt of sin and controlled by vari-

ous desires. 7 (Such women are forever following 

new teachings, but they are never able to under-

stand the truth.) 8 These teachers oppose the truth 

just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses. They 

have depraved minds and a counterfeit faith. 9 But 

they won’t get away with this for long. Someday 

everyone will recognize what fools they are…… 

 

Do you realize that the Church was only 30-35 

years young when the Apostle Paul wrote this 2nd 

letter to Timothy? The last days will be very diffi-

cult times. What the world is like right now can’t 

be that much different from what Paul had in 

mind, what he saw then. 

 

Never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord 

Jesus the Christ! When is the last time you talked 

to someone about Jesus outside the church walls? 

When did you last suffer for the sake of the Good 

News? 

 

We have only read about that happening in other 

parts of the world. Get ready, because the time is 

coming when you will suffer for Jesus if you take 

his name with you. How many of us will that real-

ly affect? 

 

People are dying because they abuse opioids. 

Why? They are trying to get rid of pain or they 

want to be numb so they won’t feel pain. Never be 

ashamed to tell them that Jesus Christ can take 

away pain and if you get hooked on Jesus or ad-

dicted to the salvation Jesus offers that’s okay. Ac-

tually better than okay! This is the preferred fix, 

we should say, to those who have never heard. 

 

These are urgent days. I have shared with you 

many times about the importance of prayer. You 

have heard that from others as well. But do you 

really, really believe that to be true? 

 

I talked a couple weeks ago about Jesus saying 

those who can be trusted with a little can also be 

trusted with much. When we are asked to be in 

prayer or when we have been given persons or sit-

uations to be praying for and we do nothing, we 

are not faithful to God. 

 

I always thought of these opportunities as God’s 

currency together with the fruit of the Spirit. God 

provides every opportunity for us to practice and 

grow our faith by granting us the fruit of His Spirit 

along with numerous prayer concerns. 

 

Please Be Faithful, so God will be praised! We are 

reminded day after day that none of us know how 

much time we have here on earth to praise God. 

This is our training for the future! 

 

Pastor Bill 
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...for      
October 

 
 
October 2 and 9,  
3:10-5:00 p.m.:   
“Kids for Christ” meet 
at Nashville Grade 
School 
 
October 6, 13, and 27: The following youth 
groups will meet:   
 5:00-6:00 p.m., Kids’ Club   
 6:00-6:30 p.m., Snupper   
 6:30-8:00 p.m., Bridge 
 
October 11, after NCHS game to 11:00 
p.m.:  5th Quarter Sr. High Youth Hangout 
in Grace UMC Fellowship Hall 
 
October 17, 8:00 a.m.:  Senior High    

students are invited 
to come and have 
breakfast with Dan 
Simonton at the 
Bonnie Café (church 
treat) 

 
October 25, after NCHS game to 11:00 
p.m.:  5th Quarter Sr. High Youth Hangout 
 
October 27, 4:00 p.m.:  
Church-wide Scavenger Hunt 
and Pumpkin Carving 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*If there is an event you are interested in 
helping with, please contact Daniel        
Simonton, Associate Minister of Family, 
Children & Youth Ministry.   
(Church office:  327-8407). 
 
 

Just Plant It 

As the church year wraps 
up, many Bible readings 
address the end times 
and Jesus’ return at an 
unknown date (unknown 
to all but God the Father, 
that is). Specific beliefs 
about the Second Com-
ing vary throughout 
Christendom, but our attitude about that 
momentous event affects how we live right 
now.  
 
“Even if I knew that tomorrow the world 
would go to pieces,” Martin Luther report-
edly said, “I would still plant my apple tree.” 
Instead of constantly despairing about this 
broken-down world, we can remain deter-
mined to serve God and our neighbors, 
planting seeds of life and hope in the       
process. 
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September Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

     09-01                 90    $6,854.30 

     09-08               102              $1,696.60 

     09-10      Online (Vanco)   $   399.25 

     09-15                 87    $1,688.70 

     09-17     Online (Vanco)      $   289.05 

     09-22                 95                     $1,364.15                                

     09-24      Online (Vanco)   $   300.00 

     09-29               102    $3,909.53  
           

My Thoughts...On Stains 
by Jim Kraus 

 

Now that I am semiretired (meaning I don’t 

have to go into the office much anymore), my 

clothing budget has been reduced dramatically.  

I have never been a clotheshorse, and the last 

several years, my “into-the-office-every-day” 

wardrobe was extremely limited.  I had a series 

of black short-sleeve shirts that I wore in the 

summer and a series of black pullovers that I 

wore in the winter.  Having only a few outfits 

meant no clothes shopping. 

 

So now, when I actually buy a new shirt, it is a 

big deal.  Recently I purchased a very nice shirt 

at a big discount store.  I liked the color and 

style and fit—and knew that it could be a go-to 

item whenever I was required to “dress up” for 

a dinner out with friends. 

 

And even more recently I washed 

it, and upon drying, I noticed a 

large, disfiguring yellow stain, 

right up front, visible to everyone.  

It might have been mustard,      

although I have no recollection of 

how it got there.  I did not want to 

relegate this shirt to the I-can-at-

least-wear-it-painting section of 

my wardrobe.  I really liked the 

shirt. 

 

I used all manner of cleaning agents—in tan-

dem, or triplicate—and washed it again.  The 

stain remained. 

 

I tried more cleaning agents and washed it 

again.  The stain is still there, but it’s much less 

visible now. 

 

I’ll probably repeat it a few more times, hoping 

to fully eradicate all vestiges of the yellow. 

 

So...what did this teach me? 

Well, for one, it is difficult to remove some 

stains.  Like some sins, they remain visible 

and unsightly.  And we can feel that no 

amount of washing is enough to fully come 

clean.  (Of course, we know that God will for-

give us if we ask, and He will forget the sin if 

we truly repent.) 

 

Another lesson:  one small stain can ruin an 

otherwise perfectly good shirt. 

 

And one small sin can ruin a person’s         

testimony. 

 

Are you prejudiced?  Do you hold grudges?  

Do you gossip?  Do you tell people you’ll be 

praying for them—but then not pray about 

their issue? 

 

Maybe these are “small sins—but they can 

ruin a good testimony.  Think about it.  Come 

clean and stay clean. 

A Colorful Lesson 

We could learn a lot from crayons: Some 
are sharp, some are 
pretty, some are dull, 
some have weird names, 
and all are different 
colors … but they all 
exist very nicely to-
gether in the same box.  
—Robert Fulghum  
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BCMW Gears Up for Start of Energy Assistance Program 

 

BCMW (Bond, Clinton, Marion and Washington Counties) announced in September 

that they are gearing up for the start of their energy assistance program.  This  pro-

gram helps low income households with their utility bills.   

 

Senior citizens and disabled persons may call for an appointment beginning October 

1st.  All other households may call for an appointment starting December 2nd. 

 

The emergency program starts on November 4th and this program helps households that have been discon-

nected from their utilities.  The program also enables BCMW to repair or replace a non-working furnace for 

homeowners.   

 

To be eligible for a one-time payment on a utility bill, a household must meet the income guidelines, which 

range from 1 person in the household with a gross income of $1,561.00 for the past 30 days to 8 people in 

the household with a gross income of $5,429.00 for the past 30 days.  For more information, call BCMW 

Community Services at 618-327-8476, or see the BCMW flyer on the bulletin board across from the church 

office. 

 

MANAGE YOUR GIVING ONLINE  

Grace United Methodist Church offers the option of electronic giving for 
our congregation.  Vanco has worked with United Methodist churches to 
offer a safe and secure means of electronic giving since 2002.  Giving 
online is easy and allows you to set up automatic recurring contributions 
and view your complete online giving history from anywhere you have ac-
cess to the Internet.  You can give online or with your mobile device on a 
one time, weekly, or monthly  basis. 

Simply follow these easy steps:   

1)Visit the church website at nashvillegrace.net  

2) Click on the Online Giving button at the top of the page. 

3) Follow the onscreen instructions to create an online profile and to schedule your recurring 
contributions.  

You can also download a mobile app or scan a Quick Response (QR) code with your phone.  The 
QR code is printed in each Sunday worship bulletin. 
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Greeters: 

October 6 Dean and Judi Waller   
October         13 Margaret Snyder  
October         20 The Reynolds’ Family  
October         27 Gary and Teresa Hake 
  

 

Remember kaleidoscopes — those tubes you hold up to your eye 

and point toward the light to see colorful shapes? When the far 

end of the optical instrument is turned, fragments of material 

inside an “object cell” shift and mirrors set at angles  reflect 

light through the pieces, forming  ever-changing patterns. A 

multi-hued flower might become sunlight through a round stained-glass window or fireworks on a  

clear night.  

 

Various materials can be placed in the cell — tiny figures, twisted bits of metal, lace, viscous liquid 

— but often broken bits of glass are used, to   beautiful effect! In fact, David Brewster, inventor of 

the kaleidoscope in 1817, named it after the  Greek word kalos, for “beauty.”    

 

Everyone feels broken, twisted or shattered at times. But when God’s perfect light shines in and 

through us, reflecting among the fragments of our imperfect lives, we, too, become beautiful. Out of 

our sinfulness and brokenness shines the beauty of compassion, kindness, perseverance, hope, love 

— delightful patterns to brighten this hurting world. 

ELECTRONIC RECYCLING 

EVENT – Tube TVs & 

Computers

By: WASHINGTON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Call:  (618) 327-3644

SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, 

October 5, 2019

8:00 a.m. to Noon

at the Ashley 

Fire Department

Ashley, IL
ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED:
All other electrical home or 

office appliances

RESIDENTIAL SOURCES ONLY
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Grace United Methodist Church 

250 North Mill Street 

Nashville, Il 62263 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

We’re on the Web 

Nashvillegrace.net 

 

Dated Material Do Not Delay 


