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 February 1, 2020 

My Thoughts...on Spiritual Myopia 

By Jim Kraus, Fascinating Tidbits and Trivia from Your  

Publisher, January 2020 

 

 I have written about the noble dog Sadie          

before—a feisty miniature 

schnauzer who thinks she is 

much bigger than she really is.  

Since time immemorial, 

schnauzers were bred as      

ratters—aggressive little dogs 

who kept their humans’ homes 

and farms clear of rats and  

other rodents. 

 Sadie has inherited some of those traits—and she 

has it in for squirrels.  She charges at them and gets 

as close as her leash allows, her nails scrabbling on 

the sidewalk, nose down, ears back. 

 But then the squirrel does something completely 

unexpected to a ground-dwelling terrier—it scamp-

ers, effortlessly, up a tree.  Sadie has often charged 

right past the tree, her eyes fixed at ground level.  

After all, that’s where a thousand years of instinct 

have programmed her to seek out prey. 

 Even when I stop her and point out the squirrel, 

chattering from a limb high above her, she simply 

refuses to comprehend this reality.  Rodents live on 

the ground like me, she thinks.  Therefore, the rodent 

I was chasing has simply disappeared. 

 It is not in her DNA to consider any other reality. 

 She is experiencing DNA-induced myopia. 

 And I think this happens to Christians as well. 

After seeing a magnificent sunset, or a baby, or some 

other miracle, my mother

-in-law used to remark, 

“How can anyone see 

this and not believe in 

God?  It  just doesn’t 

make sense.” 

 To believers, such wondrous sights help us un-

derstand the magnificence and creativity of the 

Creator. 

 But there are a lot of people who see a sunset, 

or a baby, or any other wonderful thing, and do not 

immediately think of the magnificence of its Crea-

tor.  They might admit, “Well, I guess it’s another 

pretty sunset,” but they won’t jump to admitting 

that there is a God responsible for such beauty. 

 That puts the believer and the nonbeliever on 

two separate levels of reality.  And it probably 

causes much of our “God talk” to simply be unde-

cipherable to those who have not yet encountered 

the real God. 

 I’m not sure if there is a perfect solution 

here...but when I talk to a nonbeliever, I tend away 

from pointing out what seems obvious to me.  In-

stead, I hope that my life, and my testimony, and 

my behavior will help them begin to ask the right 

questions—the questions that will speak into their 

hearts. 

 

Mark your  

calendars now!   

 

At Grace UMC on February 22, 2020 at     

4:00 p.m.,  the Watoto Children’s Choir  

(from Uganda) will share Jesus with us 

through their positive upbeat sound. There 

will be a meal following the concert.  We will 

need a headcount for the meal.  Please call 

327-8407 to make a  

reservation. 

 

  Check them out here  
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BIRTHDAYS  

Feb.  1 Phyllis Pillow 

 2 Deb Guest 

 5 Michael Schaeffer 

 6 Becky Hallock 

  Alex Heck 

 7 Michael Hawkins 

 9 Beverly Terveer 

          10   Suzanne Clark 

          12 Sara Sallee 

          19 Gene Hackstadt 

          20 Marilyn Pingsterhaus 

          21 Jarrett Ceglinski 

  Lauri Heckert 

  Jacalyn (Ceglinski) Minor 

          22 Cliff Hake 

          23 Harold Vitrey 

          27 Mary Barrett 

  Kevin Rench 

  Charlotte Simonton 

          28 Nancy Janowski 

  Susan King 

             

ANNIVERSARIES 

Feb.   15 Don & Shirley Buhrmester 

          22 Duke & Margaret Snyder 

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If your 
name was not included in our list, please  

inform the office so that we can update our records. 

 

...for      
February 

  
February 2, 16 and 23 
 5:00-6:00 p.m.: Children’s Ministry 
 6:00- 6:30 p.m.: Snupper 
 6:30-7:30 p.m.: Student Ministry 
 

February 6 and 20, 
8:00 a.m.:  Senior High 
students are invited to 
come and have break-

fast with Dan Simonton at the Bonnie Café 
(church treat) 
 
February 7, 14 and 21,  
9:00-11:00 p.m.:  Sr. High 
5th Quarter after NCHS home 
games 
 
February 9, 5:00 p.m. (doors open):   
Winter Jam at the Family Arena 
 
February 23, 7:30 p.m.:  High school youth 
meet at Grace UMC 
  

Upcoming Dates to Mark on Your  
Calendar 

 
March 28, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.:  Light 
Kids Conference (Grades 1-4) 
 
 
 

*If there is an event you are interested in 
helping with, please contact Daniel        
Simonton, Associate Minister of Family, 
Children & Youth Ministry.   
(Church office:  327-8407). 
 
 
   
 
   



3 

 

From Me to You  

Gumption. gump·tion — shrewd or spirited 

initiative and resourcefulness. The ability to 

decide what is the best thing to do in a particu-

lar situation, and to do it with energy and     

determination: "She had the gumption to put 

her foot down and head Dan off from those 

crazy schemes.”  

 

What does it mean? People with gumption are 

determined and full of courage — and common 

sense, too. If you easily give up, and don't have 

a lot of confidence, then you are lacking in 

gumption. It takes gumption to get things 

done — especially difficult things. Someone 

who takes risks without being afraid has 

gumption.  

 

We don’t hear the word used much anymore. 

The definitions above came from the diction-

ary. I like this one the best — the ability to 

make intelligent decisions especially in every-

day matters.  

 

Chuck Swindoll said in one of his books that 

gumption is a character trait and it is better 

caught than taught. He also said that gump-

tion is what enables us to save money rather 

spend every dime we make. It keeps us at a 

hard task like building a tedious model or 

practicing piano or losing weight and keeping 

it lost or reading the Bible all the way through 

in a year’s time.  

 

In the Bible we have examples of people with 

gumption—Daniel, Joshua, Isaiah just to name 

three. Daniel made up his mind long before he 

was taken to a Babylonian exile camp. Joshua 

didn’t hesitate to tell the people that “for me 

and my house we will serve the Lord.” Isaiah 

in 50:7 said he set his face like flint, which was 

another way of saying he had firmly decided.  

 

So, gumption starts with a firm commitment. 

It requires being disciplined everyday. It 

means we encourage people to keep us  

accountable. And it comes easier when we     

remember that finishing has its own unique  

rewards.    

 

These verses from Galatians 6:7-10 are fitting 

for what I am trying to say: 7 Do not be de-

ceived; God is not mocked, for you reap what-

ever you sow. 8 If you sow to your own flesh, 

you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if 

you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life 

from the Spirit. 9 So let us not grow weary in 

doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest 

time, if we do not give up. 10 So then, whenever 

we have an opportunity, let us work for the 

good of all, and especially for those of the    

family of faith. (NRSV)  

 

Keep the Being Faithful!  

Pastor Bill  

 

 

 

 

 

We’re so accustomed to hearing the Bible’s “love 
chapter,” 1 Corinthians 13, at weddings and other 
occasions that we may not really hear its meaning 
anymore. It can help to listen to something        
familiar said in different words. What new         
understandings of love does this paraphrase from        
The Message  Bible  reveal  to  you?  
 
“Love never gives up. Love cares more for others 
than for self. Love doesn’t want what it doesn’t 
have. Love doesn’t strut, doesn’t have a swelled 
head, doesn’t force itself on others, isn’t always ‘me 
first,’ doesn’t fly off the handle, doesn’t keep score 
of the sins of others, doesn’t revel when others 
grovel, takes pleasure in the flowering of truth, 
puts up with anything, trusts God always, always 
looks for the best, never looks back, but keeps    
going to the end. Love never dies.”   
(1 Corinthians 13:4-8a, MSG)  
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HAITI MISSION REPORT --2019 

   School started September 1st in the College Mixte les Freres Piton in Port au Prince, 

Haiti.  After 3 weeks the government closed all schools in Haiti due to the unrest and 

violence  that was sweeping the country.  The government and parents and educators 

feared for the safety of the children.  Only until you have experienced this, as we  have, 

can you understand the situation probably.  School has started again November 1st 

with  11 grades and 2 kindergarten classes.  We are again providing an English class for 

3 hours after school ends each day which is attended at the present time by 30 children. 

The children do not pay tuition for the English class. 

 

   The 4 oldest children that were in the orphanage, who had completed 14th  grade, passed the government  

exam and wanted to attend higher education opportunities, are now successfully enrolled in universities. 

Fedelin, who is now the school secretary, attends Saturday classes to help his accounting and computing 

skills.  Since he earns a salary he provides now for his own housing, food and transportation.  You may re-

member we bought him a bicycle while we were there last January so that helps with transportation.   Junior 

is enrolled in an engineering program and will soon start his second semester.  He lives with an uncle but is 

not too happy there.   Wishes he were back in the orphanage he says, but it is free room and board which he is 

thankful for.  Lovely is in her 3rd semester of a 4 year university program for an accounting, computing and 

office management degree.  She lives with her father and seems very happy and makes excellent 

grades.  These young adults all attend universities in Haiti. 

 

   Djovanie is in her 3rd semester of medical school.  She lives with an older sister, who is a nurse, in the   

Dominican Republic. Spanish is the official language so she had to complete one year of Spanish college be-

fore enrolling in the medical school. Within 9 months she was fluent enough in Spanish that she was able to 

pass the exam to enter medical school.  She is fluent now in Creole, French, Spanish and pretty good in Eng-

lish. We spent a week with her in Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic, to check on the medical school 

she is attending in January 2019. After that week we went to Haiti for 10 days to help and check on the 

school we support in Port au Prince.  Thanks to “Whats Ap” we speak to her regularly [for] free. 

 

   We have continued to supplement some teachers’ salaries and school supplies this year.  Next year the 

school should be self supporting  although still we may need to help with supplies and we will continue to 

pay the English teacher’s salary ($180.00 per month for 10 months)  Several people in our church pay 

$210.00 a year for tuition and uniforms and school supplies for each of the  6 young girls that were in the or-

phanage but have returned to grandparent’s homes to live.  The children could not attend school without these 

peoples’ help. 

 

   Our goal 2 years ago was to raise $40,000.00 for our Church treasury/Haiti Mission Project to support the 4 

young adults attending universities for the next 5 years.  Thanks to many generous contributions this past 

year and financial support from the Grace Methodist Church in Nashville, Illinois we are $8,000.00 from our 

goal.  

  

Frank and Carol Allbright    

February 26 

Made from dust, but crafted by God’s creative hand and marked 

with the cross of Christ, we begin the Lenten season together. 
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Greeters: 

February  2 Dave & Ruth Fischer   
February           9 Gary & Teresa Hake 
February         16 George & Lauri Heckert 
February         23  Rich & Marilyn Pingsterhaus 
   

A letter from Reading Link, Adult Education & Literacy Dept., Kaskaskia College 

 

My name is Marcos Gilmore and I work in the Adult Education & Literacy Department at Kaskaskia College.  

I coordinate a program called The Reading Link.  I would like to share some information about this program 

with your congregation in the hopes of finding more volunteers to serve in this program or to find learners in 

the community who could benefit from these completely free services. 

We receive a grant from the Illinois Secretary of State Library that allows us to provide free tutoring services 

to adults in our community college district (Bond, Clinton, Fayette, Marion, and Washington counties).  The 

services that we provide include literacy tutoring, math tutoring, English as a Second Language tutoring and 

helping our adult learners achieve their personal and professional goals (such as obtaining a driver’s license, 

helping children with homework, learning to read the Bible, or getting a better job).  The Reading Link at 

Kaskaskia College has changed countless lives in the years that it has operated and we want to continue that 

tradition. 

In order to provide these services, we actively recruit and train volunteers from the community.  The time 

commitment to tutor is only 2 hours per week (more if the tutor would 

like), and we provide all training and materials.  As a former pastor I 

understand the challenges in recruiting volunteers for the ministries 

offered through your church and in the community.  This is a great op-

portunity for individuals who are retired, who have discretionary time 

or who are looking for opportunities to help within the community. 

Adults who are eligible to receive free tutoring through The Reading 

Link are 17 years old or older, not currently enrolled in school, and 

who test below a ninth grade level on either reading or math in a test 

that we administer.  Adults who want to learn English as a second lan-

guage cam receive free tutoring as well.  We currently have tutors 

working with GED students, adult learners and those who want to learn English as a second language. 

I would love to share this exciting and rewarding volunteer opportunity with members of your congregation.  

If this sounds like a good fit, I am glad to provide more information to you.  I have included a brochure and 

flyer for your church. 

Thank you for taking the time to learn more about our program.  I look forward to hearing back from you. 

Thanks, 

Marcos Gilmore 
Reading Link Coordinator 
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January Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

     12-29                      $5,038.60 

     01-05                 96    $5,343.60 

     01-08     Online (Vanco)      $   399.25  

     01-12               100                     $2,952.55 

     01-19                 97                     $1,231.05    

     01-21     Online (Vanco)              $   289.05 

     01-22     Online (Vanco)          $   299.32 

     01-24     Online (Vanco)     $  300.00 

     01-26                 80    $1,857.05 

Carole’s Kids Club TV Show 

         Carole Moeller’s     
recently published 
book, The John Tree, 
has developed into a 
reading program for 
children that will be 

televised at the Nashville Public Library. 
 
Parents are encouraged to sign up their child
(ren) by calling the library at 327-3827 and 
asking for Kelsey.  Two   programs are sched-
uled for February—Tuesday, February 4th 
and 18th at  6:00 p.m. 

Congratulation, Carole!   

Fire-Up is a discipleship weekend for students 

in 9th-12th grades and their ministry leaders. 

It’s hosted at Troy United Methodist Church in 

Troy, IL. 
 

Fire Up Conference, an interdenominational 

Sr. High youth discipleship weekend, began in 

Troy, IL in February of 1997. Since then, hun-

dreds of students have attended this event. Fire 

Up continues to remain focused on disciple-

ship, worship, and strengthening the faith of 

Sr. High Students.  
 

Friday, February 21  – 7:00 – 10:00 pm 

Registration opens at 6:00 pm and the first 

evening includes opening worship and preach-

ing, refreshments and connections and small 

groups. 
 

Saturday, February 22 – 9:30 am – 9:30 pm 

The big day includes worship sessions, elective 

seminars, small groups, refreshments, lunch 

and dinner (on-site) and recreation. 
 

Sunday, February 23 – 9:00 am to 11:45 am 

The final day includes small groups, refresh-

ments, and closing worship for the weekend. 

Kids’ Pajama Party on January 25, 2020 
Dan Simonton provided a variety of games,  

activities and snacks.  It’s amazing what you can do 
with shaving cream and cheese puffs, isn’t it? 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fus.123rf.com%2F450wm%2Fnorwayblue%2Fnorwayblue1504%2Fnorwayblue150400021%2F38783314-stock-vector-cheerful-elderly-person-in-wheelchair-with-his-nursing-caretakers.jpg%3Fver%3D6&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fww
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fus.123rf.com%2F450wm%2Fnorwayblue%2Fnorwayblue1504%2Fnorwayblue150400021%2F38783314-stock-vector-cheerful-elderly-person-in-wheelchair-with-his-nursing-caretakers.jpg%3Fver%3D6&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fww
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Mon 

 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
 
 

3 4 5 
 
Choir-7:00 pm 
 

6 
 
Sr. High breakfast 
with Dan-8:00 am 
 
Finance-6:30 pm 
Ch. Council-7:00 
pm 

7 
 
Sr. High 5th Qtr-
9:00-11:00 pm 

8 
 
 

9 
 
Winter Jam at 
Family Arena-
5:00 pm doors 
open 

10 
 

11 
 
Happy Days 
Board-6:00 pm 

12 
 
“Sharing Grace”-
5:30 pm 
 
Choir-7:00 pm 

13 
 
 

14 
 
Sr. High 5th Qtr-
9:00-11:00 pm 

15 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 18 19 
 
Evangelism-6:30 
pm 
Choir-7:00 pm 

20 
 
Sr. High breakfast 
with Dan-8:00 am 

21 
 
Sr. High 5th Qtr-
9:00-11:00 pm 

22 
 
Watoto  
Children’s Choir 
from Uganda-
4:00 pm. 
Meal following. 

23 
 

24 25 26 
 
“Sharing Grace”-
5:30 pm,  
followed by Ash 
Wed. Service 
 
Choir-7:00 pm 

27 28 29 

 February 2020 

NOTES:  All Sundays: Prayer Group in Chapel-8:30 am; Sunday Morning Small Groups-9:00 am; Worship-10:15 am.  
Youth Groups meet Sundays, except where noted (February 9th): Children's Ministry (K-4th Grades)-5:00-6:00 pm; 
Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm; Student Ministry (5th-8th Grades)-6:30-7:30 pm. Sr. High Youth Group meets the 2nd and 4th  
Sundays of each month at 7:30 pm. Meals on Wheels Week: February 24-28 
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Grace United Methodist Church 

250 North Mill Street 

Nashville, Il 62263 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

We’re on the Web 

Nashvillegrace.net 

 

Dated Material Do Not Delay 


