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February 1, 2019 

Can God Really Love Me? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This abridged content was produced by InfoServ, a 
ministry of United Methodist Communications.  It 
was first published May 2, 2017. 
 

The Question:  I struggle to feel accepted 
and loved by my Savior. I also feel as if I 
must always present myself in a perfect 
manner in order to be accepted. I have 
struggles, which I could never ask for help 
or prayer from the congregation because of 
this. 
 
You’ve shared a really important question and 
one lots of people struggle with.  For    
Methodists, we remember that John Wesley 
struggled with similar feelings. He talked 
about wanting a sense of assurance. He had 
quite a crisis of faith before his Aldersgate 
experience, where he finally experienced a 
life-changing assurance that God loved 
him. He writes in his journal, “I felt that God 
loved me. I experienced that God loved me. 
It was no longer something that was in my 
head, but it’s something that I felt in my 
heart.” 

We often have little trouble believing God is 
gracious to others, but do have a hard time 
believing God could possibly accept us. We 
know the worst of ourselves — just how im-
perfect we are — and we wonder if God 
could ever love someone like us. We're so 
used to the idea that there is almost always  

some fine print somewhere; some strings 
attached, that if something sounds too good 
to be true, it probably is. That's the way 
our world works. But it's not the way God 
works. Psalm 103 tells us that God is merci-
ful and gracious, slow to anger, and abound-
ing in steadfast love. It goes on to say that 
God does not deal with us according to our 
sins, but has compassion, like a loving fa-
ther. 

God knows our hearts, and expects that we 
will stumble and falter and make some of 
the same mistakes over and over until our 
new life in Christ has taken root down deep. 
If that seems hard to swallow, read the 
story in Matthew 18, where a disciple asks 
Jesus how often we have to forgive. Re-
member that Jesus answered him "not just 
seven times, but seventy times seven." If 
God wants us to show this forgiveness to-
ward one another, surely God will offer this 
kind of patient love to us, and even more. 

United Methodists see the church as the 
place to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.” The 
church is not the 
place for perfect peo-
ple, but for those who 
are “going on to per-
fection.” For us, being 
made in the image of 
Christ is a lifelong 
process that begins 
with acknowledging God's grace and love and 
accepting that we are forgiven. 

 

http://infoserv.umc.org/
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/how-aldersgate-changed-john-wesley
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/how-aldersgate-changed-john-wesley
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/forgiveness-for-me-a-wesley-hymn-devotion-for-lent
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/forgiveness-for-me-a-wesley-hymn-devotion-for-lent
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/our-wesleyan-heritage
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  Calendar of  Events  
 

Feb. 2 Grace Class travels to Popeye’s-5 pm 
 
 3 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
    
  Kid’s Club-5:00-6:00 pm 
  Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm 
  Bridge-6:30 pm-8:00 pm 
 
  Bible Study-5:00 pm 
 
 4 Youth Fundraiser at Bonnie Café-5:00-
  8:00 pm 
 
 6 Choir-7:30 pm 
 
              7 Finance-6:30 pm 
  Church Council-7:00 pm 
 
 9 5th Quarter Sr. High Youth Hangout-
  after NCHS game to 11:00 pm 
 
            10 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
  Youth Groups (see Feb. 3 for times) 
  Bible Study-5:00 pm 
 
  Pairs &Spares Class party at George’s 
  Man Cave (4894 Iris Rd., Addieville, IL) 
  -5:00 pm 
 
            11 Missions cancelled (will re-schedule) 
   
            12 Happy Days Board-6:00 pm 
 
            13 “Sharing Grace” (Happy Days hosts)- 
  5:30 pm 
  SPPR Committee-6:30 p.m. 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            14 Breakfast Club at Little Nashville- 
  9:00 am 
 
            17 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
 
  All-District Training Event at St.  
  Matthew UMC in Belleville-2:00-4:30 pm 
 
  Youth Groups (see Feb. 3 for times) 
  Bible Study-5:00 pm 
 
            18 Presidents’ Day—Office Closed 
 
            20 Evangelism-6:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            23 Youth (all ages) trip to Sky Zone- 
  9:00 am-1:30 pm 
 
            24 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Worship-10:15 am 
  Sr. High Youth Group-5:00 pm 
  
            27 “Sharing Grace” (Youth hosts)-5:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS  

Feb. 1 Phyllis Pillow 

 2 Deb Guest 

 5 Michael Schaeffer 

            6 Becky Hallock 

  Alex Heck  

            7 Michael Hawkins 

            9 Beverly Terveer 

          10 Suzanne Clark 

          11 Caitlin Hallock 

          12 Sara Sallee 

          19 Gene Hackstadt 

          20 Marilyn Pingsterhaus 

          21 Jarrett Ceglinski 

  Lauri Heckert 

  Jacalyn (Ceglinski) Minor 

          22 Cliff Hake 

          23 Harold Vitrey 

          27 Mary Barrett 

  Kevin Rench 

  Charlotte Simonton 

          28 Nancy Janowski 

  Susan King 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Feb.   15    Don & Shirley Buhrmester  

          22 Duke & Margaret Snyder 

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If your 
name was not included in our list, please inform the 

office so that we can update our records. 

January Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

 12-24      Online (Vanco)   $  300.00 

  12-30  82    $2,053.01 

 01-06                  78    $5,203.60 

 01-08      Online (Vanco)   $   399.25 

      01-13                  85       $6,958.74 

      01-18      Online (Vanco)   $   289.05 

 01-20                            Church Cancelled 

 01-24       Online (Vanco)   $   300.00 

      01-27                 117      $2,339.20 
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From Me to You  

Eugene Peterson – author of The Message, a con-
temporary Bible paraphrase that has sold millions 
of copies – died on Monday, October 22. He was 
85 years old. One week prior to his passing,     
Peterson had entered hospice care.  

It has been written, “During the previous days, it 
was apparent that he was navigating the thin and 
sacred space between earth and heaven,” accord-
ing to his family. “We overheard him speaking to 
people we can only presume were welcoming him 
into paradise. There may have even been a time or 
two when he accessed his Pentecostal roots and 
spoke in tongues as well. Among his final words 
were, ‘Let’s go.’”  

His family and others presume he was talking 
about going to heaven. Who am I to doubt that or 
think otherwise.  

February 23-26, the United Methodist Church will 
have delegates meeting in St. Louis at a special 
called session of General Conference. This is the 
body that makes all the changes to our Book of 
Discipline.  

Our denomination will be standing at a Y in the 
road or maybe a crossroads. There has been talk 
of our beloved Church splitting and going differ-
ent directions regardless of the outcome of the 
votes cast at this session.  

Thomas Lambrecht writes, “The depth of disa-
greement within The United Methodist Church 
over marriage and human sexuality, and over the 
authority and interpretation of Scripture, means 
that it will be nearly impossible for all opposing 
groups to continue living together in the same 
church. No matter which plan passes General 
Conference in February (or if no plan passes), 
there will be some congregations and clergy who 
are unable to conscientiously live within the 
boundaries established by General Conference.”  

Some people are asking, “Why is an exit plan nec-
essary?” Lambrecht responds to that question with 
the following reply.  

In Genesis 13, we read the story of Abram and Lot 
having problems due to quarreling between their 
various herdsmen. “So Abram said to Lot, ‘Let’s 
not have any quarreling between you and me, or 
between your herdsmen and mine, for we are 
brothers. Is not the whole land before you? Let’s  

part company. If you go to the left, I’ll go to the 
right; if you go to the right, I’ll go to the left.’”  

This is the kind of generous spirit the Renewal and 
Reform Coalition believes ought to govern our deci-
sions regarding congregations that choose to exit 
from the denomination. They are our brothers and 
sisters. There ought not to be quarreling or lawsuits 
over property.  

We ought not try to coerce unwilling participation in 
a covenant that a congregation can no longer sup-
port. We can find enhanced unity in the church 
around a willing covenant of congregations interest-
ed in pursuing a common mission in a common way 
through shared beliefs and practices.  

Those who cannot conscientiously participate in that 
covenant should be released from it without penalty. 
So far, only the supporters of the Traditional Plan 
are on record endorsing a gracious exit path that 
would be available to any congregation, whether 
progressive or traditionalist, to leave the denomina-
tion with their property.  

We should follow the Golden Rule and treat others 
in the way we ourselves would like to be treated. 
Here’s hoping the General Conference delegates 
will embrace a fair, consistent, and gracious path 
for congregations to exit with their property. The 
future peace of the denomination may depend upon 
it.  

Let’s pray that this whole discussion is unnecessary. 
My prayer is that our focus as a denomination would 
be the “Lets go” that Eugene Peterson had in mind, 
instead of the “Lets go” the splitters of our Church 
have in mind.  

Keep Being Faithful!  Pastor Bill  

Lenten Bible 

Study 

A Lenten Bible study 

will be offered to the   

congregation soon called, What Makes a Hero: 

The Death-Defying Ministry of Jesus.  Our goal 

is to get as many  people in the congregation to 

participate  as possible in small groups of 6-8 

people.  More information, including times 

when the groups will meet, will be forthcom-

ing! 
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...for February 

February 3, 10 and 17: The following youth 
groups will meet: 
 5:00-6:00 p.m., Kids’ Club   
 6:00-6:30 p.m., Snupper   
 6:30-8:00 p.m., Bridge 
 
February 4, 5:00-8:00 p.m.:  Youth fund-
raiser at Bonnie Café.  Portion of ticket 
sales goes toward Grace UMC Youth Mission 
Trip next summer. 
 
 

February 9, 9:00-11:00 p.m.:  Sr. High 
5th Quarter after NCHS home game 
 
February 23, 9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Youth 
of all ages go to Sky Zone.  Permission 
form and online waiver required. 
 
February 24, 5:00 p.m.: Sr. High Youth 
Group 
 
February 27, 5:30 p.m.:  Youth hosts 
“Sharing Grace” in Fellowship Hall (meal and 
activity). 
 

For more information and to sign up for  
any of these youth activities, please see 
Mike Savard, Director of Children & Teen 
Ministries. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 10, 2019 

5:00 p.m. 

 

George’s Man Cave 

4894 Iris Rd. 

Addieville, IL 62214 

 

Please bring soup or dessert! 

Bonnie Café Fundraiser Event 
for 

Grace UMC Youth Mission Trip 

Monday, February 4, 2019 

5:00-8:00 p.m. 
(Mission trip this summer is to Red Lake Reservation 

in Northern Minnesota.) 
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Susanna Wesley Quiz 

Check page 6 of the newsletter 
to see the answers! 

1. We know sons John and 

Charles. How many children 

did Susanna Wesley birth?  

 __2  

 __6  

 __10  

  __19  
 
2.  Susanna was a strict organizer who assigned spe-

cific times for her children’s education, naps, 

meals, and bedtime.  

 __True  

 __False  

 

3.  When her preacher husband was away, Susanna 

gathered family and friends around her kitchen 

table for…  

 __Cake and coffee  

 __Afternoon prayer service  

 __Choir practice  

 __Card games  

 

4.  Susanna sometimes referred to John to be…  

 __A “brand plucked from the burning”  

 __Saved from the fire by God for a reason 

 __Her son Jacky  

 __All of the above  

 

5.  According to Susanna’s household schedule, this/

these happened most evenings:  

 __Dinner at 6 p.m.  

 __Get ready for bed at 7 p.m.  

 __Be in bed by 8 p.m.  

 __All of the above  

 

6.  Susanna was the prime educator for her children, 

teaching them:  

 __The entire alphabet the day after their fifth 

     birthday  

 __How to read, especially passages from   

     Scripture  

 __Traditional classical studies in England  

 __All of the above  

7.  Growing up, the Wesley children had the  

 freedom to. . .  

 __Eat a snack whenever they wanted. 

 __Choose what they ate for dinner.  

 __Refuse unpleasant tasting medicine. 

 __None of the above.  

 

8.  Susanna is known for her strict and punctual 

parenting, which helped John later form…  

 __A carefree, debonair attitude.  

 __The Methodist Rule of Life.  

 __A polished sense of humor.  

 __The concept of class meetings.  

 

9.  She knew her children needed regular parental 

attention, so she…  

 __Took each child to a movie every                               

      month.  

 __Scheduled an hour a week to talk to 

     each child.  

 __Withheld her attention if they got bad 

      grades.  

 __Played “Hide and Seek” with the  

     children every month.  

 

10. Susanna suggested this unconventional idea to 

her son John:  

 __Young acolytes should hold candles. 

 __Only whole wheat bread should be used 

     for communion.  

 __Lay people could serve as local  

     preachers.  

 __Sunday services should always begin at 

     11 a.m. sharp.  

“Love is like a tennis match; 
you’ll never win consistently 
until you learn to serve well.”  

 

—Dan P. Herod  
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Answers: Susanna Wesley Quiz 

1. We know sons John and Charles. How many children did Susanna Wesley birth? The correct      

answer is 19, including two sets of twins. Unfortunately, nine died in infancy or soon thereafter.  

2. Susanna was a strict organizer who assigned specific times for her children’s education, naps, 

meals, and bedtime. The cor rect answer  is true.  

3. When her preacher husband was away, Susanna gathered family and friends around her kitchen 

table for… The correct answer is an afternoon prayer service.  

4. Susanna sometimes referred to John to be… The correct answer is all of the above.  

5. According to Susanna’s household schedule, this/these happened most evenings: The correct answer  

is all of the above.  

6. Susanna was the prime educator for her children, teaching them: The correct answer  is all of the 

above.  

7. Growing up, the Wesley children had the freedom to… The correct answer is none of the above.  

8. Susanna is known for her strict and punctual parenting, which helped John later form…  The     

correct answer is the Methodist Rule of Life.  

9. She knew her children needed regular parental attention, so she… The correct answer is scheduled an 

hour a week to talk to each child.  

10. Susanna suggested this unconventional idea to her son John: The correct answer  is lay people could 

serve as local preachers.  

Happy Days Preschool Early Registration 

for the 2019-2020 School Year   

Happy Days Preschool will be holding early registration Wednesday, 
March 20, 2019 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

Three-year-olds have the options of Tuesday/Thursday preschool;    
Monday-Wednesday-Friday  preschool; or Monday through Friday pre-
school.  Daycare is available on the days of preschool attendance. 

Four-year-olds are required to attend Mondays through Fridays in prepa-
ration for kindergarten.  Daycare is also available two, three or five days a week. 

Because of the generosity of our congregation, we are able to offer scholarships (for        
preschool tuition).  Parents are invited to fill out the necessary forms when enrolling their 
child. 

Happy Days Preschool program continues to grow each year.  We offer a wonderful learning 
experience which combines academics, socialization and a non-denominational religious         
experience. 

Happy Days is able to provide these experiences not only because of the tuition paid, but    
because of the generosity of our church.  We are so grateful for the monetary donations, as 
well as the donations of snacks, juice and food for our lunch program.  We couldn’t do it   
without our church members!  

For more information or if you have any questions, please call 327-8407. 
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Greeters: 

February      3  George and Lauri Heckert  
February    10  Josh and Kerry Roetemeyer 
February    17  Lucas and Meagan Frederking 
February    24  John and Sara Sallee 
 

All District Training Event 

Sunday, February 17, 2019 

St. Matthew UMC, Belleville 

2:00-4:30 p.m. 
 

Attention:   

Committee Members and Church Leadership  

 

We will be having an all district training event on February 17, 2019. It will be held at  St. Matthew 
UMC in Belleville and will run from 2:00-4:30 p.m. There will be five breakout sessions on the       
following topics:  Prayer, SPPRC, Finance, Trustees, and Church Growth. We have great people from 
our conference and district communities coming in to educate, remind and inspire us on these       
important topics.  

Please contact Pastor Bill or the church office at 327-8407, if you are interested in attending and 
would like to carpool. 

Washington County Health Department 

                                 Bloodwork Specials 
 

 

 

 

 

PSA Lab Screening (Test for Men) 

May be done for additional charge of $15.00 

(Physician name must be provided for PSA screening services to be performed.) 
 

Dates & Time 
 

  Monday, January 28, 2019  8:00 am—9:30 am 

  Monday, February 4, 2019  8:00 am—9:30 am 

  Monday, February 11, 2019  7:00 am—9:30 am  

  Monday, February 18, 2019  Closed—Holiday 

  Monday, February 25, 2019  7:00 am—9:30 am 

Comprehensive Metabolic Panel, Lipid Panel, Heme Profile,  

Thyroid Profile & A1C 

(10-12 hour fasting recommended) 

Special Price:  $35.00 


