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 July 1, 2020 

Please read the following plan to reinstate public worship at Grace UMC, begin-

ning on Sunday, June 28th, and respond back to our church office on which     

worship service you are planning to attend.  We realize that some people have  

already indicated that because of various factors, they will not be attending in-

house worship.  Keep in mind that the response we get to the two different       

worship times determines whether or not we offer one or two services. 

 

For this plan to be successful, we must have several volunteers at each service to help with    

1) holding the door for people and greeting them; 2) writing down the names and contact    

information for attendees and passing out masks, if needed; 3) spraying down pews and other 

surfaces after each worship service (at least 4 people); and 4) ushering.  We prefer to have the 

same volunteers each week to avoid having to train people each time. 

 

1. We are going to have 2 worship services—one at 8:30 am and the second at 10:00 am.  Please don’t     

arrive early for either worship service.  We will not be offering Sunday School classes, children’s time or 

the nursery because of social distancing. The downstairs classrooms, kitchen and fellowship hall will be 

closed off because of the need to disinfect all areas that people are using after each use. The sanctuary and 

upstairs bathrooms will be disinfected after each worship service for your safety. 

 

2. We will also continue to stream worship on Facebook Live and services will be 

uploaded to YouTube.  We encourage those who are worried about returning or 

are in the higher risk groups to consider experiencing worship in this manner. 

 

3. Worship service size will be limited to 25% of total seating capacity or             

approximately 60 people.  We ask you to covenant with which service you will be attending by calling 

the office at 327-8407 or emailing nashvillegraceumc@gmail.com.  If you have prayer requests, please 

text them to Pastor Bill at (309) 335-2870 or email them to the church office. 

 

4. We ask that you use only the parking lot east entrance, Mill St. sanctuary entrance, or handicapped       

entrance as all other entrances will be locked.  Greeters will open the doors for you. 

 

5. We need to keep a roster of attendees in order to cooperate with the Washington County Health            

Department should church attendees contract Covid-19.  You will be asked for your name and contact 

information when you enter the building. 

 

6. All worship participants must wear a mask.  Please bring your own mask;                                  

although, we will have a limited number of masks for those who forget them. 

 

7.  We will keep worship services to approximately 45 minutes.   

(continued on page 5 of this newsletter) 
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BIRTHDAYS  

July 7 Mike Curtis 

  Wynnie Reynolds 

          10 Rhonda Bunnage 

  Anthony Garlich 

          12 Ron Luessenheide 

          17 Lindsay Weathers Fark 

          20 Nancy Meade 

  Harper Roetemeyer 

          25 Ken Terveer 

          26 Chrystal Paige Brown 

          28 Kerry Roetemeyer 

          31 Donna Buhrmester 

  Helen Dude 

  Kaleb Reynolds  

             

ANNIVERSARIES 

July     9   David & Suzanne Heimbuch 

          11 Anthony & Laura Garlich 

          12 David & Julie Marshall 

          26 Tim & Rosemary Staley 

          31 Erik & Crystal Meade 

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If your 
name was not included in our list, please  inform the 

office so that we can update our records. 

 

June Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

     05-31             $1,855.00 

     06-01     Online (Vanco)    $     50.00 

     06-02     Online (Vanco)    $   199.40 

     06-07                       $4,826.13 

     06-09     Online (Vanco)    $   399.25  

     06-14           $3,235.00 

     06-17     Online (Vanco)              $   485.80  

     06-21        $1,270.00 

     06-28        Not Yet Reported 

 

Online Giving is a total amount given for each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Little Food Pantry needs more food!  We 

are having trouble purchasing items in larger 

quantities because of store limits.  During the 

month of July, please collect at least 12 of the 

following items to donate to our food pantry: 

 1 can of meat (chicken, tuna, etc.) 

 1 box of cereal 

 1 jar of peanut butter 

 1 jar of jelly 

 1 can of soup 

 1 can of vegetables (green beans, etc.) 

 1 can of fruit (peaches, pears, etc.) 

 1 box of macaroni and cheese 

 1 box of rice or potatoes 

 1 package of spaghetti noodles 

 1 jar of spaghetti sauce 

 1 box or package of your food choice 

Please drop your donations off during church 

office hours  (Mondays through Thursdays,  

9:00 am—3:00 pm) or on Sunday mornings.   

12 Days of 

Christmas in 

July! 

Upcoming July Meetings 
 

Wed., July 1, 6:30 p.m.:  Missions    
Committee in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Mon., July 13, 6:30 p.m.:  Endowment 
Board in the Fellowship Hall 
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From Me to You  

Freedom's just another word for nothin' left to lose; 

Nothin’, don't mean nothin' hon' if it ain't free, no 

no; ………… feelin' good was good enough for me, 

Good enough for me and my Bobby McGee. 

 

Can’t you hear Janis Joplin singing that song? It 

came to my mind as I sat down to write a few 

words to you today. Most of us reading this don’t 

know what it is like to live without freedom. Jesus 

said he came to set us free from the bondage of sin, 

but we don’t live that way most of the time. We are 

bound too much by that sin. One sin, racism, in 

particular.  

 

Can you honestly say that you can name notable 

works of Black culture, history, or narratives that 

you have intentionally engaged with? Most of us 

would answer “No” to that question. And this is 

likely our confession: I didn’t want to.  

 

Our excuse has always been one of personal com-

fort. For many White Americans like myself and 

many of you reading this, Black culture in America 

is uncomfortable because it takes the world we   

inhabit and forces us to view it through another 

lens—and we are often not the heroes when we 

take a look through that lens. For years, we have 

had access to documentaries, TV series, movies, 

and books by Black creators that tell the stories of 

the Black experience in America, and I have, it 

seems, put off engaging with all but a few of them. 

Because I thought my life is not impacted by those 

stories. I’ve said “I want to” and “I will,” but I   

didn’t.  

 

Freedom’s just another word for nothin’ left to 

lose; Nothin’, don’t mean nothin’ hon’ if it ain’t 

free. We do not need temporary peace in this strug-

gle we are facing, but lasting change. That is not 

going to happen via a few cops taking a knee and 

hugging it out with protesters. It’s not going to hap-

pen if all you and I ever do is post how much we 

want to learn—if we only ever make one fumbling 

attempt to ask our Black neighbors how they’re 

feeling this week. It’s not going to happen if we 

have a few conversations with people in our com-

munity who don’t look like us and stop there. 

Those are good first steps.   

 

I listened today to Henry Cloud talk about truth, 

grace, and time being impor tant in a healing 

church, or any life I might add. Part of being human 

is feeling broken. Whether that brokenness comes 

in the form of mental health issues, relationship 

problems, workplace difficulties, or just outright sin 

sickness, we all find ourselves asking “How do I 

get better?” from time to time.  

 

Oftentimes, we begin to identify our brokenness by 

its symptoms rather than addressing the actual 

cause. Are you focused on your symptoms or the 

cause? What would it look like for you to dig deep-

er to reach the roots of your brokenness?  

 

Luke 13 gives the account of the fig tree. The guy 

wants to tear it out and destroy it because it had not 

borne any fruit for 3 years. The other man said to 

dig around it, fertilize it, and give it another year, 

then we’ll see. Jesus said, “hold to my teachings 

and walk in these truths.” That leads to fruit bear-

ing. In Matthew 23, Jesus told the church people, 

“you cleaned up the outside of the cup, but you 

need to clean up the inside, too.” Confess what is 

going on, especially the sin we have not dealt with. 

Get to the truth.  

 

Henry says, “Fertilizer is what we receive and need 

from the outside world, in order to get better.    

Everybody but God has the need to draw from the 

outside what is needed to get better. We start with 

food, water, air and support. You are not going to 

get that from yourself, you have to get it from    

others.”  

 

“1 Peter 4:10 says that when we are using our gifts 

with one another we are administrating the grace of 

God in various forms. What that means is that we 

need the support of one another to get better. You 

cannot do it on your own. You are not able to earn 

or produce grace. It comes from others. If racism is 

what you or I need to get rid of in order to get    

better, we need to get a support group to help us 

work through it.”   (continued on page 7) 
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What to Bring: 

 Cable Receivers 

 Computers (desktop, laptop, netbook, note-
book, tablet) 

 Digital Converter Boxes 

 Digital Video Disc Players 

 Digital Video Disc Recorders 

 Electronic Keyboards 

 Electronic Mice 

 Facsimile Machines 

 Flat screen and CRT Monitors 

 Portable Digital Music Players 

 Printers 

 Satellite Receivers 

 Scanners 

 Small Scale Servers 

 Flat screen and CRT Televisions 

 Videocassette Recorders 

 Video Game Consoles 

 Computer Cable 

 Zip Drive 

ELECTRONIC RECYCLING EVENT: 
At the Okawville High School 

(400 South Hanover Street, Okawville) 
Saturday, July 11th, 2020 

8:00 a.m. to Noon  

         Subject to Current Covid-19 Restrictions 

What Not To Bring: 

Any Other Home or Office Electrical or Electronic Item or Appliances 

Persons delivering electronics to be recycled are requested to remain in their vehicles and let volunteers       
unload.  Please direct questions to Will Summers at the WCHD at (618) 327-3644. 

Microwave Ovens Accepted! 

The “Wow!” Factor  
—adapted from HomeTouch Ministry 

After the final notes concluded at a recent symphony performance in Boston, 
the conductor hadn’t yet lowered his baton when a child exclaimed, “Wow!” 
The break in protocol, magnified by excellent  acoustics, didn’t upset the par-
ticipants or audience, however. Instead, several later said it brought them great 
joy. One even called the moment life-changing.  
 

The incident was especially meaningful because the child, a 9-year-old named Ronan, has autism and is gen-
erally nonverbal. Music, his family says, tends to attract his interest and make him happy. When symphony 
officials learned Ronan’s identity, they arranged a private performance so he could meet some musicians.  
 
How often do you shout “Wow!” — in a good way — at what you see and hear? You may tend to do so on 
vacation or while observing God’s natural wonders, but what about during your day-to-day life? Think about 
the people you encounter and their talents — and your own. When have these sparked a “Wow!” of thanks to 
God?  
 
Every blessing, large or small, is a wow-moment — a gift from God that warrants our praise.  
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(continued from page 1) 

8. We will have hand sanitizer stations at the church entrances and in the sanctuary. 
 

9. We will not be able to have a time of hand shaking or fellowship with coffee and snacks.  We 

are asking people not to congregate in close proximity to one another in the church building. 
   

10. We will not be having congregational singing during worship services, but we will utilize   

other forms of music during the service. 
   

11. Every other pew in the sanctuary will be roped off in order to social distance.   
 

12. Worshippers will be dismissed by the ushers after the worship service and are 

asked to exit the church building.  Although, you may wish to visit with people  out-

side the building, please maintain a social distance of 6 feet. 
 

We are taking Covid-19 seriously because we care for you and your health.  At this 

point in time, I have no idea how long these guidelines will be in place.  I don’t think 

anybody knows.  None of us have walked this path before.  Remain as a loving Christian, loving one another 

as Christ loves us and do not harbor ill feelings or bad thoughts toward Bishop Beard, myself, or any other 

person in a position of leadership through this time. If making a few adjustments and imposing a few re-

strictions keeps people healthy, then we will do no harm and love one another through these small sacrifices. 

 

God bless you and yours! 

Pastor Bill Bunnage 

(continued from page 3) 

 

As you think about the areas where you’d like to 

grow, how much of your inability to do so is rooted 

in a reliance on yourself? What are some practical 

ways you could invite trustworthy people into 

your life for help and encouragement? How 

might you be an encouragement to someone else 

who may be in need?  

 

Last but not least, Henry pointed out that growth of 

any kind requires time. The goal of walking with 

Christ is to bear fruit, which only happens over 

time. What would have to change for you to adopt 

a more long-term approach to growth and heal-

ing?  

 

We live in a broken world as broken people, with 

broken people. Now is the right time to find heal-

ing. Truth, Grace and Time can heal all things    

broken, including you and me.  

 

Be Faithful in all things!  

Pastor Bill  
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Grace United Methodist Church 

250 North Mill Street 

Nashville, Il 62263 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

We’re on the Web 

Nashvillegrace.net 

 

Dated Material Do Not Delay 


