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November 1, 2018 

The Genius of Generosity 

 

 

 

 

Kansas pastor Jack Wellman has been     

credited with the insight that “there is a certain 

genius in generosity.” He explains that when 

we open our hands — figuratively speaking — 

to allow something to pass through our        

fingers, rather than holding it with tightly 

clenched fists, God can give us new blessings.  

 

“God cannot pour more into hands that are   

already clinging tightly to what they hold,” says 

Wellman. Whether material goods or time,  

ideas or talents, money or energy, the gifts 

God has given us so generously are to be 

shared just as freely with others. With our 

hands continually open to receive, give and 

receive again, God’s genius cycle of generosi-

ty goes on and on.  

Lifelong Saints 

Rather than limit the celebration of saints to 

one Sunday, some churches now observe a   

Season of Saints from World Communion  

Sunday (the first Sunday in October) to All 

Saints’ Sunday (the first Sunday in November).  

 

Saints aren’t merely exceptional Christians, 

writes worship director Taylor Burton-

Edwards. Instead, they’re simply believers, all 

of whom are undergoing a lifetime of transfor-

mation into Christ’s own people.  

 

Pointing to a saint-themed hymn by Charles 

Wesley, Burton-Edwards notes that the lyrics 

are intended to be an “anthem for a lifetime,” 

not a once-yearly occasion.  
 
Come, let us join our friends above  

who have obtained the prize,  

and on the eagle wings of love  

to joys celestial rise.  

Let saints on earth unite to sing  

with those to glory gone,  

for all the servants of our King  

in earth and heaven are one.  

 

 
 

All Saints’ Day 
November 1, 

2018 
 

 

 

Endowment Board  

Requests... 

 

The Endowment Board requests that all applica-

tions for funds be turned into the church office one 

week prior to their board meeting.  Applications 

can be obtained in the church office. 

Endowment Board meetings are scheduled on a 

quarterly basis.  Meetings for 2019 are:  January 9, 

April 10, July 10 and October 9. 
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  Calendar of  Events  
 

Nov. 2 Happy Days Vendor Fair in Grace UMC  
  Fellowship Hall (during Moonlight  
  Madness)-4:00-9:00 am 
 
 4 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Town Hall Meeting to answer questions 
  about the Step UP-9:00-10:00 am 
  
  Food Fight (Our youth will meet at St. 
  Paul UCC)-6:00 pm 
  Bible Study-5:00 pm 
 
 6 Book Club at Little Nashville-9:00 am 
 
 7 Youth Pageant Rehearsal-6:15 pm 
  Town Hall Meeting to answer questions 
  about the Step UP-6:30-7:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            11 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
 
  Kid’s Club-5:00-6:00 pm 
  Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm 
  Bridge-6:30 pm-8:00 pm 
 
  Bible Study-5:00 pm 
  Town Hall Meeting to answer questions 
  about the Step UP-6:30-7:30 pm 
 
            13 Happy Days Board-6:00 pm 
 
            14 Youth Pageant Rehearsal-6:15 pm 
  Evangelism-6:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            18 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
 
  Youth Groups (see Nov. 11 for times) 
  Bible Study-5:00 pm  
 
       19-21 Meals on Wheels Week (Our church 
  members deliver the meals) 
 
            20 Education-6:45 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm (may be changed  
  because of Thanksgiving week) 
 
            22 Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
 
            25 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
 
  Charge Conference following the wor-
  ship service to vote on continuing with 
  Step UP next steps 
 
  No youth groups this evening. 
  No Bible study this evening. 
 
            26 Trustees-6:30 pm 
 
            28 Youth Pageant Rehearsal-6:15 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
 
   

BIRTHDAYS  

Nov. 2 Jordan Ceglinski 

 4 Amie Hake 

             Sandy Smith 

 5 Bonnie Phillips 

 6 Laura Garlich 

 7 Tim Staley 

  Elley Szopinski 

          11 Sandy Turner  

          13 Lindsey Pingsterhaus 

          16 Crystal Curtis Seeger 

            Jenny Heckert Stateler 

  Sarah Summers Mann 

          19 John Kennedy Jr. 

          22 Helen Poirot 

          24 Pastor Bill Bunnage 

          25 Ashley Garlich 

  Rachael Staley 

                                           

  ANNIVERSARIES 

Nov.   24 Mike &Saundra Curtis 

          30 Gary &Teresa Hake 

           

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If your 
name was not included in our list, please inform the 

office so that we can update our records. 
 

October Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

 09-30                 84    $2,893.60 

 10-07                 92    $7,419.10 

 10-10      Online (Vanco)   $   399.25 

 10-14                  96    $2,978.84 

      10-17      Online (Vanco)   $   289.05 

 10-21                103    $1,234.10 

 10-28    Not yet reported 
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From Me to You 
 
I am writing to you before our STEP UP 
weekend because I have the time. You 
will be reading it after the weekend, I     
imagine.  I hope you were present and in-
vested in the weekend activities. As you 
know by now, we have shared much with 
Mike, Peggy, and Roger.  They listened 
intently to not only what you shared, but 
how you shared it. Was the passion evi-
dent or lacking?  Passion for making disci-
ples is what I’m referring to, of course.  
 
Yes, we have been given perspectives 
from outside our own congregation con-
cerning several aspects of our church 
ministry and mission. Some praise, some 
“atta boys”, some critiques, and some 
challenges for us to make changes so we 
might become better disciples and do bet-
ter at making disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 
Let me share with you again, or maybe 
the first time if you were not present Sun-
day morning, October 28th, what the pre-
vious generations shared as their hopes 
and dreams for the future of Grace 
Church started in September of 1953. 
These lines were written in “A History of 
Methodism in Nashville, IL.” Here’s what I 
found: 
 
There have been fulfilled cherished 
dreams and prayers of many consecrated 
Methodists. Her flaming    passion is to 
present Jesus Christ to a lost and dying 
world, as the one and only hope of salva-
tion.   

The past only helps start the future—
the hope of all us, there will be another 
one hundred years of memories.  

The foundation started by others—the 
church never built, always building. They 
always kept building the Kingdom of 
God—that is the task they gave us.  

The memories and past blessings will 
not cause the members to relax. For we 
know that the task that lies before us is 
great. It is our earnest desire by uniting 
into one body that we will be better able 
to carry out the work of the Kingdom of 
God. 

Listen to the voices of the great cloud of wit-
nesses that are cheering us on to faithful-
ness. 
 
Today we have the privilege and the task of 
changing the direction of Grace Church 
when it comes to being in ministry with and 
for this community.  We have the most   
wonderful opportunity to share a God given 
gift, of which there is none other like it. I’m      
referring to Jesus Christ.  Let us accept the 
challenge before us and become a congre-
gation that sees the people, reaches the    
people, loves the people, and then serves 
the people. 
 
God is already ahead of us!  Let’s follow! 
 

Keep being faithful!    
Pastor Bill 

Our Upcoming Schedule for the 

Step UP 

Please remember to use your prayer calendars  

(bulletin insert on October 21) and pray for the 

Step UP Next Steps from October 25  through 

November 25. 

Town Hall Meetings are scheduled in Novem-

ber to answer any questions you might have 

about the next steps for the Step UP.  They are: 

 Sunday, November 4, 6:15-7:15 p.m. 

 Wednesday, November 7, 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

 Sunday, November 11, 9:00-10:00 a.m. 

On November 25, a charge conference 

will be held after the worship service to 

vote  on whether to continue with the 

Step UP next steps or not.  Please plan to 

attend the service. 
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...for November  

November 4, 6:00 p.m.:  Youth Food Fight 
 meet at St. Paul UCC (several area 
 churches are participating) 
 
November 7, 14 and 28, 6:15 p.m.: Youth 
 Christmas Pageant Rehearsals  
 
November 11 and 18: The following youth 
groups will meet: 
 5:00-6:00 p.m., Kids’ Club   
 6:00-6:30 p.m., Snupper   
 6:30-8:00 p.m., Bridge  
 
 
 

For more information on any of these youth 
activities, please see Mike Savard, Director 
of Children & Teen Ministries. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again, Grace UMC will be a local drop-off 

point for those wishing to participate in Operation 

Christmas Child.  By packing and donating a box of 

Christmas surprises, you will be helping to make 

Christmas a very special day for needy children 

around the world.  We are supplying empty preprint-

ed shoeboxes for those who would like to use them.  

Please deliver all donations to the church by          

November 11, 2018.  On Monday, November 12, 

they will be transported to a regional collection    

center. 

 

Thank You, Pastor Bill! 

October was Pastor Appreciation Month.  The 

children from Happy Days Preschool, during their 

chapel time with the pastor, showed their appreci-

ation by presenting Pastor Bill with a box of his 

favorite red velvet cupcakes and a list of why they 

think he’s special. 

The congregation of Grace UMC surprised Pastor 

Bill and Rhonda  during the October 21st worship 

service.  SPPR Chairperson, Julie Marshall, pre-

sented  them with a red chrysanthemum filled 

with gift cards and a card signed by members of 

the congregation. 

Youth Food Fight 

Sunday, November 4, 2018, 6:00 p.m. 

The youth from several area churches will be 

meeting at St. Paul UCC and then leaving to 

scour the area from about 6:30-7:30 p.m. on 

November 4th to ask for non-perishable food 

items for the Irvington Food Pantry. 

Members of Grace UMC are welcome to leave 

any food items they might have at the church 

and the youth will pick them up.  The youth 

are especially looking for items you would eat 

at a Thanksgiving dinner, but all donations 

are welcome. 
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Greeters: 

November   4   Julie Schroeder and Bernice Chambers  
November 11  Dean and Judi Waller 
November 18  The Reynolds’ Family 
November 25  Helen Dude 
  

 

 Kaskaskia College 
Holiday Instrumental and 

Choral Concerts 
 

Holiday Choir Concert 
featuring Kaskaskia College Concert Choir, 
KC Blues, Community Chorale, High School 

Honor Choir 
Lynda Marshall, conductor 

Thursday, November 29, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 
Jane Knight Auditorium 

 
 Holiday Instrumental Concert 

featuring Kaskaskia College Concert and 
Jazz Bands 

Cliff Jourdan, conductor 
Tuesday, December 4, 2018, 7:30 p.m. 

Jane Knight Auditorium 

November is election month... 

65th Anniversary  

On October 21, Grace UMC celebrat-

ed the 65th anniversary of the merger 

of the three Methodist churches in   

Nashville.  On September 27, 1953, 

the three churches—First, Wesley and 

Forman Memorial—formed Grace 

Methodist Church.  There are six 

charter members of that church living 

today:  (left to right) Duke Snyder, 

Margaret Snyder, Carole Moeller, 

Tom Schroeder, Bert Dueker and 

Helen Poirot (not shown).  

Listen to advice and accept discipline, and at the end you will be counted among 

the wise.  Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose 

that prevails.  — Proverbs 19:20-21 


