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December 1, 2018 

 

Gift for the King 

We all have gifts that we may bring. 

We all have songs that we may sing. 

We all have kind words we may say. 

We all have prayers that we may 

pray. 

 

We all have love and joy to give. 

And what a joy life is to live 

If we just scatter everywhere 

The things God’s given us to share. 

 

If you have a gift—bring it. 

If you have a song—sing it. 

If you have a talent—use it. 

If you have love—diffuse it. 

 

If you have gladness—share it. 

If you have happiness—give it. 

If you have religion—live it. 

If you have a prayer—pray it. 

 
  —Author unknown 

 

 

Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 16, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

This year’s Youth Christmas Pageant is “An 
Unplugged Christmas,” created by Susie 
Williams and Luke Gambill.   

Rachel and her friends are excited!  Why?  
The local TV station is having a contest for 
“The Biggest, Brightest Christmas Show  
Ever” and they are entered to win!  They’ve 
planned a great show to impress the secret 
judge — lots of lights, a rockin’ carol med-
ley, and even a Silent Night light show.  
However, all goes well until BAM, all the 
lights go off!  It is in the quiet of a small 
shining star that they are reminded that 
Jesus is the true Light of Christmas. 

 

 

 

 
 

December 24, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 

Come and worship our Lord at the 
Christmas Eve Candlelight and  

Communion Service. 
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  Calendar of  Events  
 

Dec. 2 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
    
  Kid’s Club-5:00-6:00 pm 
  Snupper-6:00-6:30 pm 
  Bridge-6:30 pm-8:00 pm 
 
  Bible Study-5:00 pm 
 
 4 Book Club at Little Nashville-9:00 am 
 
 5 Youth Pageant Rehearsal-6:15 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
 6 Finance-6:30 pm 
  Church Council-7:00 pm 
 
 8 Senior High 5th Quarter-9:00-11:00 p.m. 
 
              9 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Happy Days Preschool Sunday- 
  10:15 am (Refreshments at 9:45 am in 
  Fellowship Hall) 
 
  Youth Groups (see Dec. 2 for times) 
  Bible Study-5:00 pm 
 
            10 Missions-6:00 pm 
 
            11 Happy Days Board-6:00 pm 
 
            12 Youth Pageant at Friendship Manor- 
  6:00 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            14 Senior High 5th Quarter-9:00-11:00 p.m. 
 
            15 Parents’ Day Out-9:00 am-1:00 pm 
 
  Youth Pageant Dress Rehearsal-1:00-
  3:00 pm 
 
            16 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
 
  Youth Christmas Pageant-7:00 pm  
 
            18 Annual Live Nativity-6:00-8:00 pm 
 
            19 Evangelism-6:30 pm 
  Choir-7:30 pm 
 
            23 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
 
  Ugly Sweater Contest & refreshments 
  in Fellowship Hall-9:45 am 
 
  Sr. High Youth Group-5:00 pm 
 
            24 Christmas Eve Service-7:00 pm  
   
            25 Christmas Day 
 
            30 Prayer Group-8:30 am 
  Youth Groups (see Dec. 2 for times) 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS  

Dec. 6 Robert Hawkins 

 9 Caleb Hallock 

  Daniel Simonton 

          11 Teresa Hake  

          15 Cindi Weathers 

          17 Emily Harre 

          20 Moriah Frazier 

  Holly Weathers 

          21 Daniel Savard 

          24 Michelle Curtis 

          28 Julie Marshall 

                                           

  ANNIVERSARIES 

Dec.     2 Glen & Deb Guest 

          24 Will & Linda Summers 

          28 Robert & Barbara Hawkins 

          29 Gene & Amy Hackstadt 

  George & Lauri Heckert 

           

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If your 
name was not included in our list, please inform the 

office so that we can update our records. 
 

November Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

 10-24      Online (Vanco)           $   300.00 

 10-28                  95    $3,794.79 

 11-04                  94      $5,789.10 

 11-08       Online (Vanco)   $   399.25 

      11-11                112       $4,132.67 

 11-18                126    $2,499.30 

 11-18    Thanksgiving Offering  $2,513.00 

      11-20       Online (Vanco)    $   289.05 

      11-25                100     $2,603.40 

      11-26      Online (Vanco)    $   300.00 
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Sermons  Through December 24, 

Christmas Eve 

 

 

 

December 2, 2018 

 Scripture:  Luke 1:26-38 

 Sermon title:  “God Shows Up” 

 

December 9, 2018 

 Scripture:  1 John 4:7-21 

 Sermon title:  “A True Love Affair” 

 

December 16, 2018 

 Scripture:  Matthew 25:31-46 

 Sermon title:  “What Jesus Wants for 

 His Birthday” 

 

December 23, 2018 

 Scripture:  Matthew 1:18-23, 2:11-12 

 Sermon title:  “By Another Road” 

 

December 24, 2018, Christmas Eve  

Candlelight and Communion Service 

 Scripture:  Luke 2:1-20 

 Sermon title:  “Presents and Presence” 

From Me to You  

I have always thought that we Christians in the 

western culture have been so influenced by the 

consumerism in our society that we hardly even 

notice how little we talk about Jesus being born 

into a world that knows so little about him. Or bet-

ter yet, I should say a world that knows him not.  

 

That’s why I wanted to do something this year that 

might have an effect upon bringing some change 

to you and I and this world in which we live. I 

have begun a preaching series on “Christmas is 

Not Your Birthday.” Rev. Mike Slaughter wrote a 

book by that title in 2011 which has influenced my 

preaching series. We must turn our attention away 

from ourselves and see the people in the world 

around us. God wants to work through us to bring 

about a miracle.  

 
Certainly we can agree that this world needs some-

thing it is not displaying. If folks would have an 

encounter with the risen Christ, then that would 

bring about many changes. I just received a card 

and letter in the mail today from the Jews for Jesus 

community. It mentioned the shockwaves that 

spread over the October massacre in a Pittsburgh 

synagogue and the continued effect it is having in 

Jewish communities all over the world.  

 

Hatred is a terrible thing that always seems to raise 

its ugly head in every corner of the world. John 1:5 

says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not comprehend it.”  

 

People always have and always will, I suppose, not 

be able to separate hatred from a face. We are told 

to hate the sin, but love the person. The only one 

who could do that was Jesus. For that reason he 

came into this world, to show us how.  

 

Hatred leads to death of one kind or another. Jesus 

came into this world to be our Savior and Lord, but 

hatred led to his crucifixion. And to think God sent 

Jesus as a baby, what better way to demonstrate 

love? And who can resist loving a baby? God’s 

greatest demonstration of love became for the 

world a means of demonstrating one of the greatest 

acts of hatred and violence we have ever known.  

 

 
God first loved us and still loves us. So why don’t 

we take a risk and love one another. And it has to 

start with you and I taking a chance and loving our 

neighbor even though we very likely will not re-

ceive love back in return. Jesus loves many people 

that do not love him back. He loves them anyway.  

 

Try it this Christmas and you will find this world 

different from what you have always known it to 

be! You will be, too!  

 

God Bless You!! Keep Being Faithful!!  

Pastor Bill  
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The Story of the Jesse Tree 

 The Jesse Tree is named from Isaiah 
11:1: “A shoot will spring forth from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch out of his 
roots.”  It is a vehicle to tell the Story of 
God in the Old Testament, and to connect 
the Advent Season with the faithfulness of 
God across 4,000 years of history.  The 
Branch is a biblical sign of newness out of 
discouragement, which became a way to talk 
about the expected messiah (for example, 
Jer. 23:5).  It is therefore an appropriate 
symbol of Jesus the Christ, who is the   
revelation of the grace and faithfulness of 
God. 

 We know the rest of that story.  God 
was faithful to that promise, and a new King 
was  born in Bethlehem.  So we can exclaim 
with the old man Simeon:  “My eyes have 
seen your salvation which you have prepared 
before all people, a light of revelation to 
the nations, and for glory to your people         
Israel!” (Luke 2:30-32). 

 But we also know that the world is 
still with us.  Even though we can have 
Peace and Joy through the presence of   
Jesus Christ, we still long for deliverance 
from the oppression of sin in the world.  We 
long for the full reign of the King, and the 
Kingdom of Peace that He will bring.  So, 
while we celebrate the birth of the Branch, 
the new shoot from the stump of Jesse, we 
still anticipate with hope the Advent of   
Jesus into this world again, and await the 
completion of the promise. 

Thank You for voting to 

STEP UP!! 

On November 25th, 2018, we held a Church  Confer-

ence after our worship service and voted to continue 

with the Next Steps in this Step Up process we start-

ed in September of 2017.  Here’s what the Step Up 

teamed shared with us on October 28th, the weekend 

they came and listened to you and me share our    

visions, dreams and concerns. 

They said our strengths were: 

 1. Intergenerational Faith Family  

 2. Community Investment  

 3. Friendly to Guests  

What they heard us share as concerns: 

 1. Ineffective at Reaching Unconnected People  

 2. Need for Greater Faith Engagement  

 3. Resistance to Change  

Over the next several months, we have some vital 

next steps to plan, organize, and put into place to 

help us become better in the areas of concern.   

Yes, you will need to participate in one or all of 

these activities. We also are to plan and organize a 

way to track how many of our congregation are   giv-

ing at least 4 hours of their time each week to the 

life, mission and ministry of our church. 

Let me remind you again, and you will hear this 

many times going forward.  Our work, our mission 

and ministry is to make disciples of Jesus.  We 

are to make and be better disciples and make more 

disciples while making better disciples.  We never 

quit being a disciple, ever.  So that is why it is im-

portant to be involved, for those two reasons. 

God revealed to others that we have the potential to 

be more than we are. Let’s not disappoint the others 

or God!!   Pastor Bill 
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Small Packages, Great Things 

The motto for Hershey’s Kisses used to be “Big things come in small packages!” That also could be a motto 

for Bethlehem, for Baby Jesus and, indeed, for us. It’s an important message to remember when we fear 

we’re too weak to fix the world’s problems, too small to fight the gigantic terror that threatens a loved one 

or too lacking in abilities we see in others.  

 

“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,” God declares through the 

prophet Micah (5:2, NRSV), “from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel.” Bethlehem was a 

mere village. God’s ruler for Israel started as an infant. His birthplace was a small stable, not a palace or tem-

ple. But size isn’t everything. Big — that is, great — things can come in small packages. And thanks to the 

tiny baby who grew up to share immeasurably huge love with the world, God can do great things through 

you, too! 

Kimber from Happy Days Preschool 

sleeps with her Advent book and reads 

one page each night.  She uses her       

imagination to think about what the pink 

and purple candles mean!  Thank you 

Pastor Bill, Mr. Mike and Miss Rhonda 

for all you do!  (sent by Kimber’s mom to 

Miss Mary) 
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...for December 

December 2, 9 and 30: The following youth 
groups will meet: 
 5:00-6:00 p.m., Kids’ Club   
 6:00-6:30 p.m., Snupper   
 6:30-8:00 p.m., Bridge 
 

December 5, 6:15 p.m.: Youth Christmas 
Pageant Rehearsal  
 
December 12, 6:00 p.m.:  Youth Christmas 
Pageant at Friendship Manor 
 
December 15, 1:00-3:00 p.m.:  Youth 
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
 
December 16, 7:00 p.m.:  Christmas  
Pageant 
 

For more information on any of these 
youth activities, please see Mike Savard, 
Director of Children & Teen Ministries. 

 

 

Parents, now is 

the time to      

complete that 

Christmas shop-

ping without your   

children!    

Parents’ Day Out will be held on  Saturday, 

December 15, from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  This 

event is open to the public, as well as mem-

bers of the congregation and Happy Days’ 

parents.  People are encouraged to sign up  

early because there is limited space.  The  

sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin 

board outside the sanctuary on  Wednesday, 

December 5th.   Children must be between 

the ages of preschool to 10 years old. 

Live Nativity   

Tuesday,   

December 18 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Days Preschool would like to 

invite you to join us for Preschool 

Sunday.   

 Christmas Carols, Cookies and   

Cocoa will be Sunday Dec. 9. Please 

join us for Cocoa and Christmas 

Cookies in the fellowship hall at 

9:45. The children will then be 

singing songs during our worship 

service. Hope to see ‘ya there! 

Ugly Sweater Contest 

Wear your Christmas 
sweaters or “Ugly 
Sweaters” and enjoy 
coffee, juice and   
donuts in the Fellow-
ship Hall before the 
worship service on 
Sunday, December 23rd, at 9:45 p.m. 
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Greeters: 

December   2  Ron and Linda Luessenheide  
December   9  George and Lauri Heckert 
December 16  The Sallee Family 
December 23  The Szopinski Family 
December 30  Senior High Youth 
  

 

CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 

 

 

Christ, the only begotten Son of God, looked upon the  

 sinful world  

 and realized its need for 

Help.  In council w ith the Father  it w as agreed that He  

 would give up  

 His high and exalted place and bring to sinful men 

Redem ption.  He w ould go to earth in person and through  

 the miracle 

 of birth would become the 

Incarnation of God in hum an flesh.  He w ould be born  

 of a virgin 

 with God as His Father, and enter into the sinful world 

 as its 

Savior .  His holiness.  His Exem plary life, His sinlessness,  

 His plan of redemption, His death, and His 

 resurrection 

 would bring to earth the great 

Transform ation needed by all m ankind.  So He cam e,  

 as decided in the councils of eternity, 

 and through His coming He brought the 

Melody of heaven to earth.  A Babe in sw addling clothes,  

 divine, 

 whose birth was announced by the singing of angels 

 on high, 

 was to bring 

Assurance to all m ankind that God cared enough to send  

 His only begotten Son that all who believe in Him 

 might have 

Salvation and eternal life.  Only through personal acceptance of Him ,  

 God’s great gift to man, 

 can there be real Christmas in the human heart. 

     —W. Hines Sims 


