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January 1, 2020 

Church Directory Update 

Please eliminate the landline phone number 

for Bernie Chambers.  Use the cell phone 

number only:  (217) 840-6675. 

Bible scholar William Barclay notes that John 

the Baptist was “startled and unwilling” when 

Jesus asked to be baptized. The evangelist 

thought he needed what Jesus could  give, not  

the reverse!  

 

We are pros at taking our needs to God —    

indeed he invites this: “Call on me in the day 

of trouble” (Psalm 50:15). But God also comes 

to us with needs: “Mortal, I am sending 

you” (Ezekiel 2:3, NRSV); “Go...make disci-

ples” (Matthew 28:19); “Carry each other’s  

burdens”  (Galatians 6:2, NIV).  

 

 

Apparently, God prefers partnership to  acting   

solo. From the beginning, 

God has invited people to 

name the animals, tend the 

garden, welcome strangers, 

build the tabernacle, pro-

claim his word, ensure jus-

tice and mercy, share his 

love.  

 

What does God need from you, as Jesus need-

ed baptism from John? Salvation is God’s 

alone to accomplish, but then he calls us to 

share work with him, for the world’s sake. So 

we echo Jesus: “Let it be so now; it is proper 

for us to do this” (Matthew 3:15, NIV).   

— Heidi Mann 

“SHARING GRACE” 

“Sharing Grace” is a free meal 
and activity that Grace UMC 
offers to the community on 
the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of each month 
at 5:30 p.m. 

Church committees take responsibility for 
planning the menu and activity, but bills can 
be turned in to the Evangelism Committee for 
reimbursement. Please talk to Linda in the 
church office, if you are unclear about how 
to fill out a voucher and attach the receipts. 
The Evangelism Committee budgets each year 
to cover the costs of “Sharing Grace.”   

On January 8, our host is Evangelism and on 
January 22, the Church Council will host 
“Sharing Grace.” 

Invite your friends and anyone you know who 
would enjoy a meal and good company! 

“Our hope is not in the new year, but in the One 
who makes all things new.”  

—Unknown  

We would like to thank you 

all for your many cards, gifts 

and prayers this past year.  It 

was very much appreciated! 
 

—Pastor Bill and Rhonda 
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BIRTHDAYS  

Jan.  2 Cynthia Cookson 

 5 Savanna Staley 

 7 Jamie Juenger 

          10   Greg Harre 

          13 Dan Summers 

          15 Georgine May 

          17 John Sallee 

          19 Rachael Curtis 

          20 Brad Kleiboeker 

          24 Linda Luessenheide 

  Linda Summers 

          27 Brooke Smith 

          29 Avery Meade 

  Hannah Meade 

          30 Tom Schroeder 

   

ANNIVERSARIES 

Jan.     18 Ken and Bev Terveer 

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If 
your name was not included in our list, please  

inform the office so that we can update our records. 

 

December Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

     11-24              100    $5,038.60 

     11-25     Online (Vanco)      $   300.00 

     11-26     Online (Vanco)      $1,200.00 

     12-01               105     $5,937.57 

     12-08                 90    $7,518.90 

     12-10     Online (Vanco)      $   399.25  

     12-15               107                     $2,663.30 

     12-18     Online (Vanco)              $   289.05 

     12-22               105    $4,171.60 

     12-22    Christmas Offering   $2,410.00 

     12-23     Online (Vanco)          $   299.32  

     12-29         Not Yet Available 

 

...for      
January 

  
January 5, 12, and 26: 
 5:00-6:00 p.m.: Kids’ Club   
 6:00- 6:30 p.m.: Snupper 
 6:30-7:30 p.m.: The Bridge 
 
January 10, 9:00-11:00 
p.m.:  Sr. High 5th Quarter 
after NCHS home game 
 
January 12 and 26, 7:30 
p.m.:  High school youth meet at Grace 
UMC 
  

January 16, 8:00 a.m.:  
Senior High students 
are invited to come and 
have breakfast with 

Dan Simonton at the Bonnie Café (church 
treat) 
 
January 19, 5:00 p.m.:  Family Youth 
Night / Parents’ Forum 
 

Upcoming Dates to Mark on Your  
Calendar 

 
February 9:  Winter Jam at Family Arena 
February 22, 4:00 p.m.:  Watoto African 
Choir performing at Grace UMC with a meal 
following. 
March 28, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.:  Light 
Kids Conference (Grades 1-4) 
 
 
 

*If there is an event you are interested in 
helping with, please contact Daniel        
Simonton, Associate Minister of Family, 
Children & Youth Ministry.   
(Church office:  327-8407). 
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From Me to You 

Every New Year brings with it the unexpected and 

unknown. I don’t expect 2020 to be anything less. 

But I do know entering into this New Year that for 

we as United Methodists and for the United Meth-

odist Church, this will be a historic year. I’m not 

sure in a good way. Unless Jesus Christ returns 

before May of this coming year, I believe we will 

see our UMC divided into separate groups for the 

first time in our lifetime. It happened before, 

around 150 years ago, but in time the church came 

back together. I don’t foresee that happening in my 

lifetime.  

 

Here is an interesting read on why our UMC has a 

trust clause. Many in our local church don’t agree 

with the UMC having a trust clause, but please 

read this before you pass your opinion around to 

others.  

 

Timothy Tennent wrote the following article in his 

blog December 4th, 2019.  

 

“May of 2020 will be a momentous General Con-

ference for those in the United Methodist denomi-

nation. This could likely be the Conference where 

the denomination formally divides into two or 

three separate expressions of Methodism.  

 

Central to the negotiations of a possible split are 

issues centered in the Trust Clause of the United 

Methodist Church. The Trust Clause legally estab-

lishes that all buildings and properties do not be-

long to the local congregation, but to the United 

Methodist denomination itself (specifically, the 

annual conference). Thus, the discussions about 

“leaving” the denomination are important because 

the group that “leaves” has to accept the fact that 

they must leave all of their property and buildings 

behind unless some concession is made by the de-

nomination to allow them to keep their property 

and buildings if, for example, certain financial 

payments are made.  

 

However, it is important for all United Methodists 

to not forget the original purpose of the Trust 

Clause. When John Wesley had the first house of 

Methodist worship built in Bristol, he established  

rather hastily a Trust Clause after the prevailing 

pattern practiced by Presbyterians. This essentially 

gave the local church Trustees the rights over the 

building, property and appointment of preachers. 

 

Once George Whitefield saw the Trust Clause that 

John Wesley had established, he immediately 

wrote a letter of warning to John Wesley that if 

this Trust Clause prevailed, it could mean that lo-

cal congregations could appoint their own preach-

ers and even prohibit Rev. Wesley himself from 

preaching from the very church he had helped to 

establish. In response to this, Mr. Wesley made 

major changes to the Trust Clause so that it resem-

bled what we have today; namely, the denomina-

tion owns and controls the building, land, and pas-

toral appointments of all local United Methodist 

churches.  

 

This much of the history is fairly well known by 

Methodists. However, what seems to be lost in the 

discussion is Wesley’s own reason for why he 

made this change. Wesley made it clear that the 

whole reason for this very strict Trust Clause was 

to protect and preserve orthodoxy in the church. If 

a pastor failed “in the exercise of their ministry” 

or in the “proclamation of the gospel” then Wes-

ley did not want his hands tied in removing that 

pastor from the pulpit of a Methodist church.  

 

The Trust Clause was very explicit that only au-

thentic Methodist doctrine should be preached in 

Methodist pulpits. By 1763 it was required that all 

Trust Clauses follow the pattern of the Birchin 

Lane Preaching House in Manchester. In this pat-

tern for all Trust Clauses, it is explicitly required 

that in order for a local congregation to retain con-

trol of the land and buildings, . . . “those so ap-

pointed should preach no other doctrine than is 

contained in Mr. Wesley’s Notes upon the New 

Testament and four volumes of sermons” (Works 

of John Wesley, vol. 9). Thus, the purpose of the 

Trust Clause was to protect the church from heter-

odox teaching which was inconsistent with the 

Scriptures and the received interpretation of the 

Wesleyan message as found in Wesley’s canonical 

sermons. (Continued on page 4) 
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Greeters: 

January  5 Julie Schroeder &  Bernie Chambers   
January           12 Szopinski Family 
January           19 John & Sara Sallee 
January           26   Reynolds’ Family 
   

(Continued from page 3) 

Those churches who are refusing to abide by the 

United Methodist Discipline are the ones who 

have actually violated the Trust Clause and 

should be the ones who lose their land and build-

ings and be required to go and start their own de-

nomination if they wish. However, just the oppo-

site is happening in the United Methodist Church. 

Our Episcopal leaders continue to appoint and 

affirm clergy who will not abide by the Discipline 

and will not teach and preach historic faith.  

 

Furthermore, those who long to remain United 

Methodist, and who long for churches to abide by 

the express will of the General Conference and 

the historic doctrines of the Christian faith are 

faced with losing their land and buildings. The 

Trust Clause was designed to protect churches 

from false doctrine.  

 

Today, the Trust Clause is being used to pressure 

churches into embracing false doctrines. The 

Trust Clause, founded to preserve Wesleyan 

teaching, is now being used to threaten those who 

hold to historic faith, so that they will risk losing 

everything if they do not embrace novel doctrines 

which stand in clear violation of church tradition 

and our Discipline. The Trust Clause has been 

turned on its head.” (End of writing)  

 

I wanted you to read and process this because we 

will see the trust clause challenge this year. By 

more than one group and it will not be a pretty 

sight to behold, I’m afraid. Remember, God calls 

us to be faithful, to God, in all we do and every-

where we do it!  
 

Pastor Bill  

Points to Ponder… 

A recent article, “Four Questions to Make 
Your Worship More Millennial-Friendly,” by 
Jeremy Steele was published in the         
Resource UMC, an online publication. 

Steele looked at 4 questions to ask our-
selves if we want our church to be more in-
viting to young-to-early middle-aged adults.  
To summarize, he began with the worship 
service because it is usually the first expe-
rience that anyone has with a church. 

#1 Who’s on the platform?  Does it rep-
resent diversity beyond that of age?  
Steele recommends being intentional about 
including diversity in the selection of lead-
ers during services. 

#2 Will someone feel welcomed if casual-
ly dressed?  Basically,  Steele says to 
“exhibit an openness to all styles, especially 
among service-participating leaders.”   

#3 Are you personal without being 
creepy?  Sometimes displays,  such as 
“passing the peace” which can be long peri-
ods of hand-shaking or hugging, can come 
across as inauthentic.  “the best way to get 
to know and relate with millennials is to find 
ways for personal interaction that feels 
comfortable and normal.” 

#4 How kid-friendly are you? A high per-
centage of millennials have children.  “How 
their kids are treated and included in wor-
ship will be deciding factors for this gener-
ation.” 
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A Season of Gratitude  
(Weeks 1 through 5 were published in the November and December 2019  
newsletters.) 

 
"Gratitude is at the heart of the Christian faith," says the Rev. Kent 
Millard, president of United Theological Seminary. While every day 
should be a day of thanksgiving to God, the seven weeks encompassing 
the Thanksgiving (U.S.), Advent and Christmas seasons call for a special 
outpouring of gratitude.   

Use this calendar to engage in daily acts of gratitude and kindness. Most of them can either 
be done alone or with family or friends. Some require a bit of planning, so you may want to 
look ahead a few days, or make arrangements to do the actual activity a few days later. 
 

WEEK 6 

Sunday, Dec. 29: Sit out on your porch or front stoop,  or just look out the 
window, and pray for each person who drives by. 

Monday, Dec. 30: Help a family member accomplish something on their to-do 
list. 

Tuesday, Dec. 31, New Year’s Eve: Ask a teacher at your church or child’s school what 
school supplies their students most need.  Buy some for them. 

Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2020, New Year’s Day: Start a gratitude journal to in-
crease your awareness of the blessings in your life. 

Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020: Compliment a co-worker or classmate on something 
you respect about him or her. 

Friday, Jan. 3, 2020: Purchase $5 gift cards for a nearby inexpensive restaurant, and 
share them with people you see who are homeless or otherwise in need. 

Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020: Collect canned goods for a local food bank.  (What 
they received in the weeks before Christmas is already gone.) 

WEEK 7 

Sunday, Jan. 5, 2020: Begin the practice of having every family mem-
ber at the dinner table share something he/she is grateful for that day. 

Monday, Jan. 6, 2020, Day of the Epiphany: Begin reading the slips of 
paper in your gratitude jar (November 24).  Plan how you will continue to 

express gratitude for God’s blessings every day.    
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Why Should We Care About Camp in 2020? 
By Patric Newton, Coordinator of Camping 

 

If you are an adult of a certain age, summer camp likely 

brings back a flood of memories of a time that feels like 

another place, perhaps in a galaxy far, far away. Your 

summer camp memories are likely filled with fun, 

friendship, life changing experiences, and for most of us 

hold a very special place in our hearts and minds.  

 

The world that existed when we were children feels long gone in so many ways. That begs the ques-

tions, “Is camp still relevant in our current world?” and “Why should we care about camp in 2020 

when there is so much going on in our world, community, church, and lives?”  We think we know 

the answers to those questions, but rather than tell you we want to show you. Recent studies show 

that young people are less religious than ever, twice as many identify as atheists than previous gen-

erations, and over 50% believe attending church is not important. (Barna)  

 

In 2019, 95% of campers had significant faith experiences at camp.  

 

What Campers told us they learned at camp in 2019: How [to] connect to  people and 

God. That I am never alone. How to open my heart to Jesus. What I am being called to do with my 

life. How to show people that God loves them. Peace, love, trust, and respect. How to use a Bible.  

 

50% of young people in America indicate that they feel alone and disconnected, making them the 

loneliest living generation. (Cigna) In 2019, 93% of campers indicated that they felt loved at camp.  

 

What Campers told us about their counselors in 2019: She cared about m e. She was 

kind and understanding. He helped me get my life back on track. They helped me move closer to 

God. He listened to me. She was funny and kind. I love how he explains things to us about God. 

She taught me and loved me more than I thought possible.  

 

What Parents told us about the 2019 camp experience: W e are active in  church  and 

Bible study fellowship, but this is the first time she talked about loving 

God with her soul. Our son feels like his camp people are family. Camp 

is an amazing experience and also a way for children to get some inde-

pendence and learn about God in a different setting than home. It pre-

pares them for bigger and better things. Camp gives campers the op-

portunity to experience closeness to God and learn valuable skills for 

life. I love how excited my sons have been about Jesus and all of their activities and friendships 

upon coming home from Camp. Our daughter really enjoyed the camp and made new friends.  

 

Camp is a place where fun things happen, but it is so much more than that. Camp impacts lives in 

significant ways. That impact follows campers home and continues to grow and shape lives long af-

ter the camp experience has ended. Parents report that after camp their children are seeing in-

creased self-esteem, independence, and new interests in sharing their faith, reading the Bible, and 

going to Church. This summer don’t miss an opportunity to change the lives of the children and 

youth in your community.  (Excerpts from The Current, December 2019.  We have copies of The Current 

on the stand outside the church office.) 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fus.123rf.com%2F450wm%2Fnorwayblue%2Fnorwayblue1504%2Fnorwayblue150400021%2F38783314-stock-vector-cheerful-elderly-person-in-wheelchair-with-his-nursing-caretakers.jpg%3Fver%3D6&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fww
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fus.123rf.com%2F450wm%2Fnorwayblue%2Fnorwayblue1504%2Fnorwayblue150400021%2F38783314-stock-vector-cheerful-elderly-person-in-wheelchair-with-his-nursing-caretakers.jpg%3Fver%3D6&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fww
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Grace United Methodist Church 

250 North Mill Street 

Nashville, Il 62263 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

We’re on the Web 

Nashvillegrace.net 

 

Dated Material Do Not Delay 


