
Grace United Methodist Church 
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Nashville, Illinois 62263 
Phone (618) 327-8407 

Rev. William K. Bunnage 

June 16, 2020 
                     

Dear Members and Friends of Grace UMC, 

Please read the enclosed plan to reinstate public worship at Grace UMC on Sunday, June 28th, 
and respond back to our church office on which worship service you are planning to attend.  We 
realize that some people have already indicated that because of various factors, they will not be 
attending in-house worship.  Keep in mind that the response we get to the two different worship 
times determines whether or not we offer one or two services. 

For this plan to be successful, we must have several volunteers at each service to help with        
1) holding the door for people and greeting them; 2) writing down the names and contact 
information for attendees and passing out masks, if needed; 3) spraying down pews and other 
surfaces after each worship service (at least 4 people); and 4) ushering.  We prefer to have the 
same volunteers each week to avoid having to train people each time. 

1.  We are going to have 2 worship services—one at 8:30 am and the second at 10:00 am.  
Please don’t arrive early for either worship service.  We will not be offering Sunday School 
classes, children’s time or the nursery because of social distancing. The downstairs 
classrooms, kitchen and fellowship hall will be closed off because of the need to disinfect all 
areas that people are using after each use. The sanctuary and upstairs bathrooms will be 
disinfected after each worship service for your safety. 

2.  We will also continue to stream worship on Facebook Live and services will be uploaded to 
YouTube.  We encourage those who are worried about returning or are in the higher risk 
groups to consider experiencing worship in this manner. 

3.  Worship service size will be limited to 25% of total seating capacity or approximately 60 
people.  We ask you to covenant with which service you will be attending by calling the 
office at 327-8407 or emailing nashvillegraceumc@gmail.com.  If you have prayer 
requests, please text them to Pastor Bill at (309) 335-2870 or email them to the church office. 

4.  We ask that you use only the parking lot east entrance, Mill St. sanctuary entrance, or 
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handicapped entrance as all other entrances will be locked.  Greeters will open the doors for 
you. 

5.  We need to keep a roster of attendees in order to cooperate with the Washington County 
Health Department should church attendees contract Covid-19.  You will be asked for your 
name and contact information when you enter the building. 

6.  All worship participants must wear a mask.  Please bring your own mask; although, we will 
have a limited number of masks for those who forget them. 

7.  We will keep worship services to approximately 45 minutes.   

8.  We will have hand sanitizer stations at the church entrances and in the sanctuary. 

9.  We will not be able to have a time of hand shaking or fellowship with coffee and snacks.  We 
are asking people not to congregate in close proximity to one another in the church building.   

10.  We will not be having congregational singing during worship services, but we will utilize 
other forms of music during the service. 

11.  Every other pew in the sanctuary will be roped off in order to social distance.   

12. Worshippers will be dismissed by the ushers after the worship service and are asked to exit 
the church building.  Although, you may wish to visit with people outside the building, 
please maintain a social distance of 6 feet. 

We are taking Covid-19 seriously because we care for you and your health.  At this point in time, 
I have no idea how long these guidelines will be in place.  I don’t think anybody knows.  None of 
us have walked this path before.  Remain as a loving Christian, loving one another as Christ 
loves us and do not harbor ill feelings or bad thoughts toward Bishop Beard, myself, or any other 
person in a position of leadership through this time. If making a few adjustments and imposing a 
few restrictions keeps people healthy, then we will do no harm and love one another through 
these small sacrifices. 

God bless you and yours! 

Pastor Bill Bunnage 
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