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June 1, 2020 

2020 Graduates 
 

Daniel Summers, M.D., M.P.H.—

Graduates from his residency at  

University Hospitals, Cleveland, OH 
 

SIU-Edwardsville 
 

Canaan Gibbs—B.A. Music Performance 
 

Western Illinois University 
 

Dailey Szopinski—B.S. Criminal Justice 
 

Kaskaskia College 
 

Daniel Savard—AAS Plant and Soil Science 

AAS Agriculture Business 
 

Nashville Community High School 
 

Sarah Staley 

Elley Szopinski 
 

Okawville Jr. High School 
 

Tyne Moore 

 

 

 

 

A May 20th devotional from the IGRC Prayer Team 

 “I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the 

goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. Wait 

for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take 

courage; wait for the Lord!” -- Psalm 27:13-14 

You don’t have to worry; God is in control and on 

the throne. He takes care of all of His children. 

In His timing, He always will bring the best out of 

a situation, the best out of us and the greatest bless-

ing to us. He is perfect in regarding the work He 

performs in us. He is sovereign, and even when it 

doesn’t appear any good will come out of our test 

or pain, He brings us through it, and uses it to    

create the masterpiece of our lives. 

I have always found God to be faithful to His 

Word, even when it didn’t look like it. He’s been 

mighty. When we had no strength, and had no idea 

what He was up to, He was actually carrying us. 

We would have given up, except that we knew that 

He was good. Just know that God is forming Christ 

in us, and in time, we will understand. 

And so, wait on the Lord! This isn’t the waiting 

like sitting in a dental office waiting room. This 

means to have an expectation of God. Expect Him 

to do what He said He would do. Expect Him to 

keep His covenant. Don’t faint because we will see 

His goodness toward us. He is a good God. So take 

courage, and through it all, wait on the Lord! We 

will not faint now because we believe God is 

Good! We choose to take courage and wait on 

Him. Amen! 

In His vineyard, 

Aletha Weatherall, IGRC Prayer Team Coordinator 

 

The 2020 Census is here!  

The census impacts 

funding decisions for 

things like infrastructure, 

health care, education, 

and more.  This census is 

the first time that the public can respond online 

or by phone, in addition to the traditional paper 

response.  If you haven’t already done so,         

respond today at 2020Census.Gov. 
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BIRTHDAYS  

June 5 Dailey Szopinski 

 6 David Marshall 

  Nancy Roethemeyer 

            7 Wynnie Reynolds 

 8 David Fischer 

 9 Jim Phillips 

          10 Will Summers 

          14 Billy Kirsch 

          20 Larry Garlich 

          21 Meagan Frederking 

          22 Angela Brown Zurliene 

          23 Glen Guest 

          26 Eden Gibbs 

          27 Andrew Chambers 

          30 Michael Savard  

             

ANNIVERSARIES 

June  21   Lucas & Meagan Frederking 

  Ron & Linda Luessenheide 

          23 Kevin & Rebecca Rench 

Congratulations  everyone on your milestones! If your 
name was not included in our list, please  inform the 

office so that we can update our records. 

 

May Report 

Date          Attendance        Offering 

     05-03              $7,375.00 

     05-04     Online (Vanco)    $   950.00 

     05-10                       $3,660.00 

     05-10     Online (Vanco)    $1,399.25  

     05-17           $4,580.00 

     05-17     Online (Vanco)              $   199.40  

     05-24        $1,146.00 

     05-24     Online (Vanco)      $1,284.52  

     05-31      Not Yet Reported 

 

Online Giving is a total amount given for each week. 

Changes at Grace over the past couple of months 

have included upstairs remodeling of the former 

women’s bathroom into a family/handicapped      

accessible bathroom, installation of a new water 

fountain, and painting of the church office, storage 

room and Daniel’s office.  However, Grace UMC 

also began recording online worship services, used 

Zoom conferencing to conduct meetings and small 

group studies and kept the Little Food Pantry well 

stocked.  Thank you everyone  who has continued to 

support Grace in so many different ways! 
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From Me to You  

Wow! What a year this has been thus far! None of us 

expected what we’ve been experiencing in 2020. For 

everyone who does not like change, sorry! We are 

not alone because all of us have had change forced 

upon us and I don’t foresee what we thought normal 

to ever return to being the same.  
 

In this newsletter, we have included phase 3 and 4 

guidelines for reopening our church building to        

in-person gatherings. We did not include phase 5. 

That will be when all health and safety guidelines are 

lifted and we can resume large group gatherings. We 

will have a big celebration whenever that time      

occurs, but that is still to be determined.  
 

I met this morning, Wednesday, May 27th, with a 

small group of leaders from Grace church to begin 

discussing putting a plan in place to reopen during 

phase 4. The group agreed that phase 3 guidelines 

that allow 10 or less people to gather was not really a 

possibility for us. It does allow small groups of 10 or 

fewer to get together, but we think it would be wise 

to encourage that to happen at places outside our 

church building.  
 

Why? Because we will have to have a log or roster of 

everyone who gathers in case someone would be a 

carrier of the virus. If someone comes into our build-

ing and then finds out they have the virus we have to 

completely shut down our facility and have the whole 

facility cleaned and disinfected. That is the reality 

that we have to live with during this point and time. 

Same will be true with phase 4 as far as closing the 

facility and disinfecting if someone has the virus and 

comes to a gathering.  
 

Also, anyone who would be in the room with a per-

son who finds out later he or she is positive will have 

to be quarantined and tested. We will do our best to 

keep you informed in regards to what we are plan-

ning and if things change.  
 

I can tell you that when we start having in person 

gatherings, everyone WILL have to have and wear a 

mask. We will have hand sanitizer and signage at dif-

ferent locations in the building. There will be no 

singing, no skin to skin contact, and no gathering and 

visiting in the building.   Yes, I know, you’re  

wondering what is the point of having in-person 

worship. To worship God.  
 

Our number one priority is to keep people safe. It is 

not about you and it’s not about me. It is always 

about looking out for other people and not doing 

any harm to them.  
 

Remember the 3 simple rules that come from our 

Wesleyan roots and really from scripture. 
  
Do no harm.  

Do good.  

Stay in love with God.  
 

It has been said that these 3 rules are simple, but the 

way is not easy. Only those with great courage will 

attempt it and only those with great faith will be 

able to walk this way.  

Keep Being Faithful!  
Pastor Bill  

Wine of the Spirit 

“No one puts new wine 
into old wineskins,” said 
Jesus (Luke 5:37). Draw-
ing on this statement, a 
preacher in sixth-century 
Africa proclaimed in a 

Pentecost homily: 

“It was with good reason, then, that some   people, 
when they heard the apostles speaking in every 
tongue, said, ‘They are filled with the new wine.’ 
For they had become fresh wineskins, they had 
been renewed by the grace of holiness, so that 
when they were filled with the new wine, that is, 
with the Holy Spirit, they spoke with fervor in  
every tongue. 

 "Celebrate, then, this day as members of the one 
body of Christ. Your celebration will not be in vain 
if you are what you celebrate, if you hold fast to 
the church which the Lord filled with his Holy 
Spirit.”  
 
Fifteen centuries later, may that call still resonate 
with us. May we be so renewed by God’s grace as 
to be worthy vessels of the new wine of the Holy 
Spirit — and to share it with the world. 
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Reprinted from Coming Back to the Heart of Worship: Illinois Great Rivers Conference Guidance on Safely       
Gathering. 

Phase 3: Recovery 

General Guidance from Restore Illinois Plan:  

 Face coverings in public continue to be required  

 All gatherings of 10 people or fewer are allowed with this limit subject to change based on latest data and 

guidance  

 Travel should follow state and federal public health approved guidance  

 Schools in remote learning  

 Limited child care and summer programs open with Department of Public Health approved safety guid-

ance  

 Employees of “non-essential” businesses are allowed to return to work with Department of Public Health 

approved safety guidance depending upon risk level, telework strongly encouraged wherever possible  

 Employers are encouraged to provide accommodations for COVID-19-vulnerable employees 

  

Illinois Great Rivers Conference Guidance:  

1) Churches should follow Phase 2 Illinois Great Rivers Conference Guidance except as changed in this list. 

2) Churches may begin meeting in groups of 10 people or fewer for worship, leadership meetings, disciple-

ship formation, and missional service. Some churches may determine that they will continue to meet for 

public worship exclusively online in order to avoid excluding congregants who may not yet feel safe at-

tending in person gatherings. Most churches will want to continue to offer their online or broadcast wor-

ship experience in addition to any small group in-person gatherings.  

3) Churches will need to build a system to ensure that groups will be 10 people or fewer. This can be done 

through a system of pre-registration (online or via phone reservation), tickets, or preparations to limit the 

number of people who can enter the building. 

4) Churches should keep a log of participants to any size gathering or who enter the church building. This 

can be used to notify participants should someone also present at that gathering later test positive for 

COVID-19. The log should include Name, Address, Phone, and Other Contact information.  

5) All people, including worship leaders, musicians, pastors, and congregants should wear a face covering. 

Small children and others specifically exempted by public health guidelines may be present without 

masks. Masks are only effective if they are used correctly and used by everyone present.  

6) All people, including worship leaders, musicians, pastors, and congregants should remain at least 6 feet 

from other people. People who live within the same household may be within 6 feet of each other.  

7) Have a plan in place to provide adequate time and supplies for assigned people to clean and sanitized ex-

posed surfaces (including pew backs, door handles, bathrooms, and other high traffic areas between ser-

vices.  

8) Holy Communion presents a unique safety challenge, as it typically involves close physical contact, eat-

ing, and drinking. Touching a face mask to remove or shift it to take the elements will contaminate the 

mask and increases the risk of viral exposure. Those serving communion share the same risk as those re-

ceiving, so any communion practice must be strictly non-contact. This may mean some congregations 

will choose to further postpone offering in-person communion. Others may find ways to pre-distribute 

sanitarily prepared and packaged communion elements that can be accessed while maintaining a 6-foot 

social distance.  

9) Baptisms should limit close personal contact and no skin-to-skin contact is recommended during bap-

tisms. If necessary, it is recommended that parents hold babies and small children as the pastor performs 

the rite.   
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10) Congregations, worship leaders, and choirs should not join in collective singing of hymns, praise 

songs, or other congregational music while the congregation is present. Singing has a high r isk of 

spreading water droplets which can carry the virus a significant distance and can potentially remain sus-

pended in the air. A cloth mask is unlikely to be enough to protect you or your neighbor even as you prac-

tice appropriate physical distancing.  

11) Use no-touch alternatives for passing the peace, collecting offering, and liturgical resources. Consider re-

moving pew Bibles, hymnals and friendship pads especially if you will have multiple services. Use single-

use bulletins or screens as alternatives. If you keep these resources in the pews provide for wipe down af-

ter each service.  

12) For children’s time, do not have children come forward. Instead, create from you-to-the-pew story mo-

ments engaging children from safe distancing.  

13) Distancing: Have people spread out in the sanctuary space. Allow only one household unit per pew or 

seating area with measured markers indicating proper physical distance in approved and marked seating 

areas. Explore meeting in a fellowship hall or outdoors if your space is small.  

14) Do not offer fellowship meals, snacks, donuts, or coffee hour. Continue encouraging people to leave the 

building rather than mingling.  

15) Children’s Ministries – Although children may meet in groups of less than 10, they are unlikely to follow 

appropriate health safety and social distancing guidelines. Therefore, we recommend that you do not re-

sume in-person children’s ministry programs, nursery, or Sunday School. Children are safest and make the 

congregation safest if they remain with their household groups while they are in the building. Remote 

learning, online, and at-home children’s ministries are encouraged and may require significant innovation 

and investment in order to be effective. Vacation Bible School, after-school programming, and summer 

camps should not be held.  

16) Discipleship Formation – People may gather in groups of less than 10, wearing masks, and practicing ap-

propriate social distancing. Some participants will not yet feel safe or comfortable being in public, and any 

small group experience should provide an easy and accessible means for them to participate either online 

or over the telephone. This may mean that it is more comfortable and effective for many discipleship-

formation groups to continue to meet primarily online or over the telephone.  

17) Missional Service – People may gather in groups of less than 10, wearing masks, and practicing appropri-

ate social distancing. Mission trips outside of the local area should not be held. This is an ideal time for 

mission in the local area. Are there food pantries or other community services in need of volunteers? Prac-

tice the art of mission in place. Keep your groups small so as not to overwhelm the ministries you serve. 

 18) Leadership Meetings – People may gather in groups of less than 10, wearing masks, and practicing appro-

priate social distancing. Larger meetings such as Administrative Councils should remain online or over the 

telephone, and Charge Conferences should seek guidance from their District Superintendent on how to 

legally and safely conduct their business.  

19) Church Staff – Church staff, pastors, and other workers using the church facility are allowed to return to 

work in the church building but working conditions must follow Department of Public Health approved 

safety guidance depending upon risk level. Remote, at-home, and virtual office work is strongly encour-

aged wherever possible. Continue to attend to cleaning and sanitizing the office. Pay particular attention to 

high-touch surfaces and cleaning hands after dealing with the offering.  

20) Post signs throughout the building indicating symptoms and urging people to stay home and seek medical 

attention if they have symptoms.  

21) Maintain a good stock of tissue, soap, hand sanitizer and disposable paper towels for drying hands.  

22) Clean the building regularly and between user groups, paying extra attention to high-touch surfaces.  
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23) People over 65 years old, those with compromised immunity, those with respiratory illness or      

injury, others who are at a higher risk of dying from COVID-19, those who have tested positive for 

COVID-19, and those who have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in 

the last 14 days should continue to remain isolated and avoid gatherings of any size until they are 

given the all-clear. This includes church staff, volunteers, parishioners, visitors, renters, facility   

users, and guests.  

 

Phase 4: Revitalization 

General Guidance from Restore Illinois Plan:  

 Social distancing policies still in place  

 Gatherings of 50 people or fewer are allowed with this limit subject to change based on latest data and 

guidance  

 Travel should follow state and federal public health approved guidance  

 Schools, higher education, all summer programs, and child care open with Department of Public Health 

approved safety guidance  

 All employees return to work with Department of Public Health approved safety guidance  

 Employers are encouraged to provide accommodations for COVID-19-vulnerable employees  

 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference Guidance:  

1) Churches should follow Phase 3 Illinois Great Rivers Conference Guidance except as changed in this list.  

2) Churches may begin meeting in groups of 50 people or fewer for worship, leadership meetings, disciple-

ship formation, and missional service. Some churches may determine that they will continue to meet for 

public worship exclusively online in order to avoid excluding congregants who may not yet feel safe at-

tending in person gatherings. Most churches will want to continue to offer their online or broadcast wor-

ship experience in addition to any small group in person gatherings.  

3) Churches will want to follow all of the worship recommendations listed in Phase 3, except that group size 

is increased to 50 people or less.  

4) Face coverings and masks should continue to be used if recommended by state public health officials.  

5) Weddings and funerals of no more than 50 people may be held in the church building.  

6) Children’s Ministries – Children’s ministries may resume in-person programming in groups of less than 50, 

including children and adult leaders. All programs should follow appropriate social distancing and use 

face coverings as recommended by state public health officials. All programs must follow Department of 

Health approved guidance on adult supervision, cleaning, and group size. Some churches may determine 

that they cannot offer a safe and quality children’s program, and they may choose to continue their online 

or other programming.  

7) Discipleship Formation – People may gather in groups of up to 50, wearing masks as recommended, and 

practicing appropriate social distancing. Some participants will not yet feel safe or comfortable being in 

public, and any small group experience should provide an easy and accessible means for them to partici-

pate either online or over the telephone. This may mean that it is more comfortable and effective for many 

discipleship-formation groups to continue to meet primarily online or over the telephone.  

8) Missional Service – People may gather in groups of up to 50, wearing masks as recommended, and practic-

ing appropriate social distancing. Mission trips outside of the local area can be held but must follow state 

and federal guidance on travel safety.  
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9) Leadership Meetings – People may gather in groups of up to 50, wearing masks as recommended, and prac-

ticing appropriate social distancing. Charge Conferences of over 50 people should seek guidance from their 

District Superintendent on how to legally and safely conduct their business.  

10) Church Staff – Church staff, pastors, and other workers using the church facility are allowed to return to 

work in the church building but working conditions must follow Department of Public Health approved 

safety guidance depending upon risk level. Remote, at-home, and virtual office work is strongly encour-

aged wherever possible. Continue to attend to cleaning and sanitizing the office. Pay particular attention to 

high-touch surfaces and cleaning hands after dealing with the offering.  

11) People over 65 years old, those with compromised immunity, those with respiratory illness or injury, 

others who are at a higher risk of dying from COVID-19, those who have tested positive for COVID-

19, and those who have been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the last 14 

days should continue to remain isolated and avoid gatherings of any size until they are given the all-

clear. This includes church staff, volunteers, parishioners, visitors, renters, facility users, and guests.  

A new giving campaign, “Sheltering in Love,” expands the ef-

forts of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) in 

the fight against the novel coronavirus and COVID-19. Funds 

raised through “Sheltering in Love” will assist vulnerable com-

munities in the United States and around the world. 

 

Since the start of the coronavirus outbreak, UMCOR has been 

working with health boards, medical professionals, disaster management coordinators and faith 

leaders to prevent further spread. Partners in China, Africa and the Philippines have already         

received solidarity grants. Training materials have been developed and disseminated in four        

languages to facilitate online trainings focused on preparedness and prevention. 

 

The impact of COVID-19 is far-reaching and demands an even greater response. 

 

Through the Response Fund, UMCOR will release grants to equip partners who assist  vulnerable 

populations around the world impacted by COVID-19, including racial/ethnic and indigenous com-

munities in the United States. Recognizing that COVID-19 is affecting racial/ethnic communities in 

the U.S. at a disproportionate rate, Global Ministries has also committed money from the Human 

Relations Day  and the Native American Ministries Sunday offerings to provide assistance in racial/

ethnic communities in the U.S. 

 

Grants of up to $20,000 will be awarded and disbursed quickly and efficiently to address pressing 

needs in the areas of health, food  insecurity, water, sanitation and hygiene and economic instabil-

ity. Grant applications are available via umcmission.org. 

 

Gifts to the UMCOR COVID-19 Response Fund should be directed to Advance #3022612. One hun-

dred per cent of Advance gifts go to the designated cause. To give online, visit  

https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx.  

 

To give by check, send checks payable to Advance GCFA to: Global Ministries/UMCOR GPO, 

P.O. BOX 9068, New York, NY 10087 

 

https://advance.umcmission.org/p-2025-umcor-covid-19-response-fund.aspx
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Grace United Methodist Church 

250 North Mill Street 

Nashville, Il 62263 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 

We’re on the Web 

Nashvillegrace.net 

 

Dated Material Do Not Delay 


